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Introduction 

w  E  must  apologise  for  the  late  date  of  issue  tJiis  year,  and  trust 
that  members  will  find  spring  publication  useful  in  making  their 
bird-watching  plans  for  1955. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  preparation  of  the 
“Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1900-50”,  and  arrangements  are  in  hand 
to  extend  the  period  to  1954. 

The  Haslemere  Educational  Museum  now  publishes  a  Surrey  Bird 
Report.  We  shall  continue  to  include  records  from  Surrey  within  the 
T.ondon  Area,  and  have  agreed  to  send  them  also  to  the  Editors  of  the 
Surrey  Report. 

A  report  on  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory  during  1953  will  be  found 
on  page  36.  We  must  congratulate  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
progress  shown  in  the  observatory’s  first  full  season. 

The  survey  of  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  is  now  being  carried  out 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  B.  S.  Milne,  and  it  is  hoped  to  publish 
an  interim  report  in  1956. 

The  number  of  species  recorded  in  No.  17,  should  have  been 

180,  not  190,  and  the  figure  for  this  year  is  186. 

BLACK  REDSTART  HABITAT  IN  THE  CITY  (C.  B.  Ashby);  many  sites  are  now 

being  redeveloped. 
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Two  Manx  Shearwaters  in  poor  condition  were  found  in  September, 
and  a  Long-tailed  Duck  stayed  at  Ruxley  Gravel  Pit  for  a  week  in 
March.  There  were  several  records  of  grey  geese,  including  parties 
seen  in  flight  at  South  Kensington  and  St.  James’s  Park.  The  Staines 
area  was  visited  by  an  Osprey  for  the  third  year  in  succession,  and  also 
provided  a  juvenile  Montagu’s  Harrier. 

On  spring  migration  several  species  of  waders  were  seen  in  larger 
numbers  than  usual.  At  Perry  Oaks  there  were  sixty-six  Dunlin  in 
late  April,  and  in  May  eight  Turnstones  and  seventeen  Sanderling  were 
recorded.  In  the  autumn  Stone  Marshes  was  well  favoured,  a  flock 
of  twenty-one  Curlew  Sandpipers  being  more  reminiscent  of  the  Dutch 
coast  than  the  London  area.  Here  too  a  Chiffchaff  was  seen  in  winter. 

The  highlights  of  the  season,  though,  were  the  first  record  for  the 
Area  of  a  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  which  was  seen  by  observers  at 
Perry  Oaks  in  October,  and  the  first  and  second  records  of  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs,  equally  well  publicised,  in  August  and  September. 

Great  Grey  Shrikes  occurred  in  larger  numbers  than  usual ;  one 
bird  wintered  in  the  Mitcham  Coinmon-Beddington  Sewage  Farm  area 
in  1952-53,  and  again  in  1953-54. 

The  Crossbill  “invasion’’  of  1953  was  first  recorded  in  late  June 
at  Bickley,  where  twelve  birds  were  seen  on  the  26th.  Throughout  July 
parties  of  up  to  twenty  came  to  the  notice  of  observers,  and  as  late  as 
December  ten  were  found  at  Bromley.  Altogether  well  over  one  hundred 
Crossbills  were  recorded  in  the  area. 

A  Woodchat  Shrike  at  Richmond  Park  in  May,  a  pair  of  Golden 
Orioles  at  Keston,  a  Roseate  Tern  at  Perry  Oaks,  an  Avocet  on  Stone 
Marshes,  a  Grey  Phalarope  at  Barn  Elms,  a  Hoopoe  at  Pinner,  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  at  Nazeing  Gravel  Pits,  a  Waxwing  at  Upminster, 
and  a  probable  Lapland  Bunting  also  at  Perry  Oaks  were  some  of  the 
rarer  species  encountered  in  the  Society’s  area  in  1953,  a  list  well  up 
to  the  usual  standard. 
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BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1953 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF 

ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

'J^HIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “Check-List 
of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the 
Wetmore  classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer 
to  that  List,  where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  verna¬ 
cular  names  are  those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  maga¬ 
zine  as  announced  in  January,  1953,  issue  (vol.  46,  1). 

All  records  are  for  1953  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer(s)  responsible  for  it.  The 
six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated  by 
their  initials,  viz.: — B  =  Bucks.;  E  =  Essex;  H  =  Herts.;  K  =  Kent; 
M  =  Middlesex ;  S  =  Surrey.  Records  for  the  Thames  between  Ricli- 
mond  and  Putney,  and  from  the  adjacent  Barn  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road 
Reservoirs,  are  grouped  under  T  owing  to  the  frequent  movements  be¬ 
tween  these  two  reservoirs  and  the  River.  The  following  abbreviations 
are  also  used: — B.B.  =  British  Birds  magazine;  K.B.B.  =  Kent  Bird 
Beport;  L.B.B.  =London  Bird  Bepovt  ]  G.P.  =  gravel  pit;  Res.  = 
reservoir;  S.F.  =  sewage  farm. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full 
appreciation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the 
species  is  intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  systematic  list  of 
previous  issues  of  the  L.B.B.  is  recommended. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  15  to  Feb.  28.  On  several  occasions  it 
was  seen  with  the  two  Great  Northern  Divers  mentioned  below 
(JLFP,  HWR,  pfcr). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  an  oiled  bird  on  Feb.  7  (fjh). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15  (pjkb,  who,  acgt). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  4  to  Feb.  22  and  one 
on  Feb.  28  (jlfp,  pfcr). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  6,  13  and  27  (dp,  aggt). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  18  (jlfp,  hwr,  pfcr). 

M  Hampton  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15  and  28  (ng,  fhj).  Staines  Res.,  one 
in  partial  summer  plumage  on  Sept.  12  (elc). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  an  oiled  bird  on  Apr.  10  (wtb). 
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5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

M  Inner  London:  one  seen  flying  over  Victoria  Street,  S.W.l,  bn 
Mar.  12  (gre). 

See  Page  40  for  the  annual  report  of  the  status  of  this  species  in 
the  London  Area. 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Pes.,  one  on  Oct.  31  (jlfp). 

H  Aldenham  Pes.,  one  on  Feb.  1  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Pes.,  one  on  Dec.  25  and  26  (jfwb,  dwt).  Staines,  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  27  and  29  (hab,  elc,  aww). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  in  almost  full  summer  plumage  on  Mar.  28, 
frequently  called  (mfbb,  elc,  fh.t,  hpm).  One  from  Nov.  28  to  Dec. 

20  (many  observers), 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  29  (fh.t,  hpm,  wnm, 

CMV). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  25  (ehw).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
on  Aug.  16  (padh).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  May  13, 
one  on  May  24  and  June  7,  21  and  28.  From  Aug.  1  to  Oct.  24 
there  were  many  records,  the  maximum  seen  being  15  on  Ocr.  14 
(many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  2,  one  on  Sept.  4,  two 
on  Sept.  26,  one  on  Sept.  28,  Oct.  14  and  Nov.  3  (many  observers). 
Inner  London :  one  on  the  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  on 
Feb.  28  (jmch). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  2  (jfh).  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  several 
dates  from  Sept.  8  to  Oct.  17  (wib,  fjh,  khp,  canp). 

9  Little  Grebe 

M  Brent  Res.,  autumn  flocks  were  larger  than  usual,  c.  50  birds  were 
reported  on  several  occasions  in  August,  but  in  early  September 
the  numbers  rose  rapidly  to  a  peak  of  112  on  Sept.  19.  By  Oct.  3 
the  total  had  dropped  to  86,  but  a  second  peak  of  121  occurred  bn 
Oct.  11.  Thereafter,  the  numbers  fell  quickly,  and  by  Nov.  8  only 

21  were  present  (many  observers). 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

S  Mitcham  Common,  a  badly  oiled  bird  was  found  on  a  pond,  and 
was  taken  to  the  London  Zoo  on  Sept.  12,  but  died  soon  after 
(rbt,  jjy). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8  was  described  as  “flapping  its  wings 
continuously,  but  appeared  quite  unable  to  lift  its  body  from  the 
water”  (nod).  Full  supporting  details  have  been  submitted. 
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28  Cormorant 

During  the  winter  months  flocks  of  between  20  and  30  birds  were 
frequently  seen  at  the  Thames  Valley  reservoirs,  and  43  were  re¬ 
ported  at  Staines  Moor  on  Feb.  15  (caw). 

30  Heron 

E  Little  Parndon,  13  occupied  nests  (wen).  Walthamstow  Res.,  52 
.occupied  nests  (dvf,  ag,  pfcr).  Wanstead  "Park,  seven  occupied 
nests  (gw). 

M  Kemp  ton  Park,  87  occupied  nests  (emg). 

S  Gatton  Park,  ten  occupied  nests  (hb).  Richmond  Park,  23  occu¬ 
pied  nests  (bam).  A  single  pair  nested  unsuccessfully  elsewhere 
(rhw). 

The  total  of  nests  for  1953  was  193,  four  less  than  in  1952,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  about  2  %  . 

47  Garganey 

E  Rainham,  a  duck  at  Berwick  Pond  on  June  1  (rs). 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  14  in  flight  on  Aug.  29,  and  later  that  day, 
the  same  number  in  flight  over  Moor  Mill  G.P.  (rcI,  scl). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  22,  three  birds  on  Aug.  25  and  one  on 
Sept.  3  (gcg,  ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  3  and  8  (pjh. 
FHj).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  24  and  two  on 
Aug.  8  (hpm,  ictn,  cmv). 

K  Danson  Park,  one  on  Oct.  31  (khp).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  9 
(fjh). 

/ 

49  Gadwall 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  7,  and  a  duck  on  several  dates 
from  Oct.  11  to  Nov.  2  (rcI,  scl,  bls,  ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  Sept.  23  (jfwb).  Staines,  King  George  VI 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  9  (cmv). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Apr.  11  (awb). 

S  Richmond  Park,  three  on  Jan.  10,  six  on  Jan.  18,  and  two  on  Mar. 
22  (bam).  Walton  G.P.,  three  on  Oct.  11  (kpk). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  being  c.  40  on  Dec.  12.  Three  pairs  bred,  rearing  a  total  of 
nine  ducklings  (hpm,  aggt,  et  al.). 

50  Wigeon 

M  Inner  London  :  there  were  more  records  than  usual  of  wild  visitors 
frequenting  the  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  in  January  and 
December,  and  consorting  with  the  pinioned  birds  in  St.  James’s 
Park  from  January  to  April  and  in  December  (chh,  Rwnn,  AJHy, 
abmm,  chfp,  whcw). 
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52  Pintail 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  drake  on  Connaught  Water  on  Jan.  2  (rl).  South 
Weald,  a  drake  on  Apr.  25  (mrc,  mow). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  pairs  on  Feb.  7  (fjlm). 

K  Farningham,  a  drake  on  Feb.  22  (gcb). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Chiswick  Eyot,  and  Ix)nsdale  Road  Res.,  a  drake 
and  a  duck  on  several  dates  between  Jan.  7  and  Mar.  1  (many 
observers). 

53  Shoveler 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  a  pair  and  a  drake  on  June  13,  and  a  drake 
on  June  20.  A  pair  was  seen  in  this  locality  in  June,  1952  (jlfp). 

M  In  the  area  of  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  ducklings 
of  two  broods  were  seen  (ictn,  gls). 

55  Scaup 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Dec.  13  (dah,  pfcr). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  drake  on  Jan.  4  (per  Jsc). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  a  duck  on  Feb.  28  (phj).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  a  pair  on  Oct.  11  (Rdc).  Staines  Res.,  a  pair  on  Mar.  14,  a 
drake  on  Apr.  17,  a  pair  on  Nov.  15  and  a  duck  on  Dec.  26  (elc, 
HPM,  DAP,  res).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan. 
18,  a  drake  on  Mar.  14  and  15,  and  a  duck  on  Nov.  22  (cmv,  caw). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  an  immature  drake  and  a  duck  on  Nov.  8,  15  and  29, 
and  Dec.  6.  An  adult  drake  on  Dec.  23  (fjh,  khp).  Stone  Marshes, 
two  ducks  on  Nov.  15  and  16,  and  two  drakes  and  two  ducks  from 
Nov.  29  to  the  end  of  the  year  (gw a,  wib,  khp). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  drakes  on  Jan.  11,  and  a  drake  on  six  dates 
between  Jan.  18  and  Feb.  22  (many  observers). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

A  duck  ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  by  dg  on  9th  November, 
1949,  was  shot  in  the  Boden  District,  Norrbotten,  N.  Sweden,  in 
August,  1952. 

M  Stoke  Newington,  a  pair  bred  in  Clissold  Park  (as). 

S  Gatton  Park,  three  pairs  bred  (hb).  Kew  Gardens,  ten  pairs  bred, 
at  least  82  ducklings  hatched  and  65  fledged.  The  observer  states 
that  it  is  rare  for  more  than  one  to  three  pairs  to  breed  (jwl). 
Richmond  Park,  one  pair  bred  (fwl). 

57  Pochard 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  reared  young, 
apparently  the  first  record  of  wild  birds  breeding  in  the  Park 
(hch,  wgt,  ehw). 

58  Ferruginous  Duck 

H  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  on  Apr.  23  and  24,  and  one  on  Apr.  25  and 
May  2  (roI,  scl,  bls,  ehw). 
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60  Goldeneye 

E  King  George  V  Res,,  small  numbers  were  recorded  on  several  dates 
during  the  first  three  months,  the  maximum  being  14  on  Feb.  21; 
one  was  seen  on  Oct.  31,  Nov.  1  and  Dec.  1,  and  four  on  Dec.  6 
(jLFP,  pfcr).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  7  (gcg). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  22  (jlfp).  Hamper  Mill,  one  on  Oct. 
31  (nhp). 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec,  6  (Rdc).  Staines  Reser¬ 
voirs,  there  were  22  on  Jan.  4.  Thereafter,  up  to  17  were  recorded 
in  January  and  February,  By  Mar.  15  the  number  had  increased 
to  31,  no  doubt  due  to  return  passage.  Twenty-four  were  present 
on  Apr.  4,  and  the  last  record  was  of  six  on  Apr.  25.  Small  num¬ 
bers  w^ere  again  seen  in  November  and  December  (many  observers). 
K  Danson  Park,  one  on  Dec.  6  (khp).  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Jan. 
7  (khp). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  up  to  six  in  January  and  February,  nine  on  Mar. 
15;  two  on  Nov.  22,  28  and  29,  five  on  Dec.  20  and  six  on  Dec.  29 

(CBA,  GCG,  RCh). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  most  days  between  Nov.  8  and  Dec.  17 
(many  observers). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  drake  from  Mar.  7  to  16  (fjh,  jfh,  abcr). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Dec.  27  (elc). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  6  (jlfp). 

H  West  Hyde  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  10  (bpp). 

jM  Staines  Res,,  one  on  several  dates  from  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  12  (hpm, 
NHP,  DAP,  GLs).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  18  to  20  on  June 
7  (AG). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  duck  found  dead  on  Dec.  13  (wib).  A  duck  on 
Dec.  21  and  22  (gwa,  khp). 

S  Carshalton,  a  drake  on  the  River  Wandle  on  Mar.  1  (dd).  Island 
Barn  Res.,  a  duck  on  Nov.  8  (aggt). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  female  or  immature  on  Nov.  29  (fhj,  hpm). 

70  Goosander 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  22  (jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  numbers  recorded  varied  be¬ 
tween  10  and  25,  the  latter  number  being  counted  on  Feb.  21;  the 
last  was  one  on  Apr.  6.  One  on  Oct.  10,  two  on  Nov.  24  and  Dec. 
6  (jlfp). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  two  on  Jan.  2  and  11,  and  one  on  May  2  (jcl,  bls). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  four  on  Jan.  11,  seven  on  Jan.  17  and  three  on  Jan. 
25  (tlb,  hfg,  rej). 
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M  Brent  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  27  (jfd).  Kempton  Res.,  up  to  six  on  seve¬ 
ral  dates  in  January  and  February,  seven  on  Dec.  6  and  ten  on 
Dec.  13  (gcg,  emg,  fhj,  kpk).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  36  on 
Jan.  11,  29  on  Jan.  18,  14  on  Feb.  15,  24  on  Mar.  15,  and  one  on 
Apr.  12  (ndc,  cmv).  Staines  Reservoir,  frequently  recorded  during 
the  first,  three  months  of  the  year,  the  maxima  being  24  on  Jan.  11, 
11  on  Feb.  15  and  23  on  Mar.  7.  Two  on  Nov.  8,  six  on  Dec.  6  and 
four  on  Dec.  19  (many  observers).  Uxbridge,  eight  on  Jan.  17 
(mfbb). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  duck  from  Dec.  5  to  31  (gwa,  wib,  cd,  khp). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  12  on  Jan.  18,  eight  on  Feb.  15,  98  on  Mar.  15, 
three  on  Apr.  12  and  four  on  Dec.  6  (dp).  Molesey  and  Walton 
Res.,  the  maxima  recorded  in  each  month  were  112  on  Jan.  4,  146 
on  Feb.  22,  86  on  Mar.  15,  26  on  Apr.  12,  19  on  Nov.  28,  and  44 
on  Dec.  29  (seven  observers). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  maxima  recorded  in  each  month  were  56  on  Jan. 
29,  31  on  Feb.  15,  11  on  Mar.  15,  6  on  Apr.  7,  5  on  Dec.  28  (many 
observers) . 

71  Smew 

E  Girling  Res.,  12  on  Jan.  18.  King  George  V  Res.,  the  largest  num¬ 
bers  were  recorded  in  January,  with  a  maximum  of  46  on  Jan.  17. 
Up  to  16  were  reported  in  February  and  the  last  noted  were  two 
on  Mar.  15.  One  was  seen  again  on  Nov.  18,  and  by  Dec.  27,  11 
were  present  (rl,  .tlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  small  numbers  were 
seen  on  several  dates  in  January,  February  and  March,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  recorded  being  ten  on  Mar.  8,  and  the  last,  three  on  Mar.  15. 
One  was  seen  again  on  Sept.  18,  an  early  date,  and  subsequently  on 
six  dates  in  Oct.  and  Nov.  (wcd,  fbc,  rs). 

M  Many  records  from  the  Reservoirs  and  from  gravel  pits  at  Ashford, 
Feltham  and  Harefield  up  to  Apr.  7,  and  again  from  Nov.  15.  As 
usual  the  largest  numbers  were  recorded  from  the  Brent  Res.,  with 
a  maximum  of  c.  70  in  the  second  week  of  January  and  in  mid- 
February.  Elsewhere  numbers  did  not  exceed  16  (many  observers). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  red-headed  bird  on  Feb.  4  (hch). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  drake  on  five  dates  from  Feb.  15  to  22  (gwa,  gb, 
WIB,  jfh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  20  (dp).  Richmond  Park,  one  on 
Jan.  25  (bam).  Walton  G.P.,  maximum  numbers  recorded  in  each 
month,  23  on  Jan.  18,  16  on  Feb.  1,  seven  on  Mar.  15,  two  on  Nov. 
29  (gcg,  kpk,  dp).  Walton  Res.,  three  on  Nov.  29  (gcg). 

T  Barn  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  maximum  numbers  recorded 
in  each  month,  36  on  Jan.  11,  36  on  Eeb.  15,  eight  on  Mar.  4,  two 
on  Nov.  29  and  eight  on  Dec.  30  (many  observers). 

73  Shelduck 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  22  and  25  (fbc,  jlfp,  pfcr).  Rain- 
ham- Aveley,  eight  remained  in  this  area  for  most  of  May  and  June 
(rs).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  18  (wcd). 
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H  Old  Parkbury,  two  on  Apr.  21  (skr). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  3,  two  on  Apr.  19,  and  two  on  Sept. 
12  (agh,  rwh,  dkm).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  three  on  Dec.  20  (jlfp). 
Staines  Moor  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  many  dates  from 
Mar.  8  to  May  2,  one  on  June  7,  Xov.  29  and  Dec.  6  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  June  23  (wib).  Swanscombe  Marshes,  ten 
on  Mar.  15  (dme).  , 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  20  (dp). 

T.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  24  (hpm). 

75/78  Grey  Geese  (species  not  determined) 

H  Moor  Mill,  11  in  flight  on  Jan.  4  (rcI,  scl). 

M  Staines  Moor,  34  on  Jan.  5  (rhw),  and  two  on  Jan.  6  (dap). 

Inner  London :  St.  James’s  Park,  four  flying  over,  heading 
west  on  Apr.  13  (Ajny).  South  Kensington,  c.  40  flying  south-west 
on  Jan.  7  (jfb). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  eight  on  Dec.  31  (dap).  Staines  Moor  and  King 
George  VI  Res.,  two  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  4  to  21  (nine  obser¬ 
vers)  and  six  on  Dec.  29  (hab). 

S  Cheam,  a  small  party  heard  flying  over  after  dark  on  Mar.  15,  iden¬ 
tified  by  calls  (cba).  South  Norwood  Lake,  three  in  flight  on  Dec. 
23  (rhw). 

S2  Canada  Goose 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  on  Mar.  25  and  Apr.  5  (hb,  afm). 

Buzzard  (species  not  determined) 

IM  Colindale,  one  soaring  on  Aug.  3  (wes).  Hampstead,  one  soaring 
on  Oct.  25  (gt).  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  S.W.  on  Nov.  10  (ehw). 

K  Lee,  one  on  Apr.  7  (khp). 

S  Richmond  Park,  two  on  May  11  (awb). 

93  Sparrow  Hawk 

M  Inner  London  :  a  pair  nested  in  Holland  Park,  but  apparently  failed 
to  hatch  any  young.  The  deserted  nest  and  a  broken  eggshell  were 
examined  on  Oct.  9  (sc,  Rwnn,  wgt).  This  is  the  first  nesting  record 
for  Inner  London. 

100/102  Hen  Harrier/ Montagu’s  Harrier 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct.  29  (khp). 

102  Montagu’s  Harrier 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  5  (pjh).  Very  full  field  notes  were 
submitted,  from  which  the  following  details  are  taken :  — upper- 
parts  rich  brown,  feathers  edged  golden  buff ;  a  white  patch  on  the 
nape ;  median  and  lesser  wing  coverts  paler  and  more  richly  marked 
than  rest  of  wing ;  an  oblong  white  patch  across  the  rump ;  tail  with 
four  dark  bars;  under-parts  very  rich  red-brown,  unstreaked;  under- 
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wing  with  two  heavy  bars  on  secondaries  and  narrower  barring  on 
])rimaries ;  feet  yellow;  the  outline  was  slim,  with  very  long  narrow 
wings  and  a  long  tail. 

103  Osprey 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  10  (jlfi’). 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  23  (fhj,  hi>m). 

104  Hobby 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  May  1  (ehw).  Mill  Hill,  a  male  at  Scratch 
Wood  on  June  23  (ehw).  In  the  area  between  London  Airport  and 
Staines,  single  birds  were  seen  on  nine  dates  between  May  16  and 
Oct.  3;  two  were  seen  on  Sept.  12  and  19  (many  observers). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  on  Aug.  15  (kpk). 

105  Peregrine 

H  London  Colney,  a  male  on  Dec.  30  (ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  14  and  19  (agh,  dkm).  Staines,  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  10  (jlfp). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  male  on  Jan.  1  and  Feb.  21  (jfb,  p.js). 

107  Merlin 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  July  5  and  Aug.  23  (rcI,  scl,  bls). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  London  Airport,  one  on  eight  dates  from  Oct. 
2  to  Nov.  10  (several  observers).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Dec.  25 
(rwhu). 

110  Kestrel 

M  Inner  London:  a  pair  made  three  attempts  to  breed  at  St.  Pauls 
School,  W.14,  but  no  young  survived  (am-j,  film);  a  dead  chick  was 
also  found  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  (pr).  No  proof  of  nesting  elsewhere, 
although  pairs  frequented  the  spire  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Bays- 
water,  and  the  chimney  of  Grove  End  Road  Power  Station,  St. 
John’s  Wood,  during  the  breeding  season.  A  pair  with  a  young 
bird  was  seen  in  Regent’s  Park  (hch,  olm). 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

E  As  in  1952,  recorded  from  the  Lea  valley,  the  Epping  Forest  area, 
the  Roding  valley,  and  the  area  around  Lambourne  End,  south  of 
the  Roding  valley.  In  parts  of  this  area  it  is  commoner  than  the 
Partridge.  Three  pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  be¬ 
tween  Rainham  and  Aveley  (mrc,  gcg,  jlfp,  rs). 

H  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  the  Old  Parkbury-London  Colney 
area,  where  it  is  common.  Pairs  were  also  recorded  at  Watford 
S.F.,  Hamper  Mill,  Moor  Park,  and  Totteridge  (several  observers). 

M  Breeding  was  proved  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  Staines,  King  George 
VI  Res.,  and  birds  were  seen  in  the  breeding  season  at  Harefield 
and  Mill  Hill  (ljc,  frm,  caw,  ehw). 
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K  The  iiiaiii  breeding  area  remains  the  Thames  marshes  from  Plum- 
stead  to  Northfleet,  but  tliere  are  several  breeding  season  records 
from  the  area  to  the  south,  and  a  ipair  probably  bred  at  Hayes 
i'awb,  wib,  jfb). 

S  A  pair  bred  at  Kew  Gardens,  and  others  Avere  reported  from  Bed- 
dington  S.F.,  Ham,  and  Godstone  (adb,  jwl,  frm,  afm). 

117  Quail  * 

S- Addington,  one  heard  calling  on  June  7  (ftb).  Sanderstead,  one 
heard  calling  on  June  29,  July  3  and  18,  was  twice  flushed  (adb, 

RHW), 

120  Water  Rail 

E  Dagenham  Breach,  one  on  Mar.  18  (bh). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  23  (jlfp).  Napsbury  S.F.,  one  on 
Dec.  6  and  20  (rcI,  scl,  ehw).  Moor  Mill,  one  on  Dec.  20  (iicl„scl). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  26  (hpm).  Staines  Moor-StanAA^ell- 
moor  area,  one  on  Jan.  17,  tAvo  on  Jan.  24,  one  found  dead  on  Feb. 
1,  one  on  Apr.  20  (fhj,  hpm,  caw).  West  Drayton,  one  on  Jan.  14 
(hshh).  West  Hyde,  one  on  Nov.  29  (rej). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  4,  and  Mar.  16  and  22,  two  on  Oct.  28, 
and  one  on  Nov.  15  and  29  (jjg,  fjh,  canp).  Stone  Marshes,  one  on 
Jan.  4,  18  and  25  (gb,  wib,  ws). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  3  (bpa).  Esher  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  13 
(dp).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on  Mar.  17  (acgw). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  tAVO  at  the  pit  on  Dec.  26  and  27  (sk,  es,  dwt). 
Correction:  L.B.R.,  17,  p.  15;  the  records  for  Staines  Moor,  Middle¬ 
sex,  should  read  one  on  Mar.  29  (hch),  and  one  Oct.  29  (dimw). 

125  Corncrake 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  single  birds  AA’ere  flushed  on  Aug.  3  and  Oct.  3 
(WHD,  gwl). 

131  Oystercatcher 

M  Ruislip  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  14  (cb).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  8 
(hpm). 

K  Bexley,  one  flew  oAmr  on  Apr.  22  (khp). 

S  Walton  Res.,  three  on  May  31  (dp). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

E  Aveley,  one  on  May  2  (rs).  King  George  V  Res.,  three  on  May  14, 
two  on  Aug.  20,  and  one  on  Aug.  22  (jlfp,  fr).  WalthamstoAA’  Res., 
one  on  Oct.  4  (wcd). 

M  Hampton  Filter  Beds,  one  on  Apr.  12  (ng).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  tAvo 
on  Aug.  6,  three  on  Aug.  8,  one  on  Aug.  15,  18  on  Aug.  23  and  25, 
three  on  Aug.  26,  and  six  on  Sept.  19  (fbc,  dah,  jlfp).  Staines 
Moor,  two  on  Apr.  20  and  25,  and  one  on  May  2  (gcg,  fhj,  hpm). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15  and  Oct.  4  (hpm). 
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Perry  Oaks  S.P.  The  first  sjrrlng  record  was  of  one  on  Apr.  1. 
Thereafter  one  to  five  were  reported  on  several  dates  in  April.  In 
May,  records  were  more  frequent,  mostly  of  parties  under  ten,  but 
14  were  seen  on  May  11,  35  on  Alay  17,  19  on  Alay  20,  12  on  Alay  30, 
and  17  on  May  31.  Twelve  were  present  on  June  14  and  one  on 
June  21.  The  aututmi  migration  began  with  two  on  July  15.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  next  month,  one  to  ten  were  reported  on  eleven  dates. 
About  30  were  seen  on  Aug.  15  and  smaller  numbers  on  Aug.  16 
and  18.  From  Aug.  19  to  Sept.  1  the  numbers  reported  did  not  fall 
below  30,  and  there  were  peaks  of  79  on  Aug.  23  and  70+  on  Aug. 
30.  About  30  were  again  reported  on  Sept.  4  and  5,  and  smaller 
numbers  were  seen  on  most  dates  up  to  Oct.  4,  the  maximum  being 
20  on  Sept.  16.  One  was  recorded  on  Oct.  25  (many  observers). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  two  on  May  3  (jfb).  Stone  Alarshes,  one  on  Mar. 
15,  eight  on  Mar.  21,  six  on  Mar.  22  (gwa,  gb,  khp).  Swanscombe, 
three  on  Alay  17,  two  on  June  2  (wib,  hpm). 

The  autumn  passage  at  Stone  Marshes  was  in  many  respects  similar 
to  that  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  The  first  record  was  of  two  on  July  16. 
From  then  until  Aug.  14  there  were  reports  on  eight  days  of  from 
one  to  14  birds;  34  were  present  on  Aug.  15,  and  a  peak  of  84  was 
reached  on  Aug.  31.  By  Sept.  4  only  43  remained  and  smaller 
numbers  were  present  on  most  dates  to  Sept.  26,  with  a  maximum 
of  41  on  Sept.  16  (khp  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Alar.  22  (gb,  dac). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  7  and  8  and  one  on  Oct.  4  (abmm,  hpm). 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Little  Ringed  Plovers  have  now  nested  in  the  London  Area  for  ten 
years  in  succession.  In  the  table  below,  the  first  figure  is  the  total 
of  (assumed)  pairs  seen  each  summer  and  the  second  is  the  number 
of  pairs  known  to  have  nested  :  — 


1944 

1  — 

1 

1949: 

14  — 

9 

1945 

2  — 

2 

1950: 

12  — 

6 

1946 

4  — 

1 

1951: 

18  — 

12 

1947 

12/13  — 

11 

1952: 

16  — 

15 

1948 

15/17  — 

9 

1953: 

18  — 

9 

It  seems  probable  that,  after  1946,  the  population  has  been  more 
stable  even  than  the  figures  show.  The  chosen  habitats  (gravel  pits, 
stony  waste  ground,  reservoirs  under  construction)  are  subject  to 
frequent  changes  in  character  and  every  year  some  of  the  pairs  are 
forced  to  give  up  old  sites  and  occupy  new  ones;  in  some  years  (e.g. 
1950)  not  all  the  sites  were  found. 

The  details  for  1953  are  as  under  :  — 

B  A  pair  was  seen  at  a  graA^el  pit  on  July  29  with  at  least  one  young 
(J.  Fid). 

E  Two  pairs  bred  successfully  at  a  gravel  pit  in  the  Lea  Valley  and 
a  third  pair  probably  attempted  to  breed.  At  another  pit  up  to 
six  birds  were  seen  but  only  one  pair  is  known  to  have  nested ;  this 
pair  laid  two  clutches  both  of  which  were  taken,  probably  by  rats. 
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A  pair  was  seen  at  a  tliird  pit  in  May  and  June,  and  odd  birds  were 
recorded  in  the  spring  at  the  Walthamstow  (two  on  Mar.  22),  Girling 
and  King  George  V  Reservoirs,  and  in  the  Roding  Valley  (jLrr, 
MRC,  wen). 

H  One  pair  bred  at  a  gravel  pit  (scl,  Rcl). 

M  At  least  eight  pairs  spent  the  summer  at  five  sites;  ^liree  pairs  are 
known  to  have  nested  and  others  probably  did  so.  Two  of  the  sites 
have  not  been  watched  in  recent  years  and  as  four  birds  were  seen 
.  at  one  and  seven  or  eight  at  the  other  it  is  unlikely  that  this  is  the 
first  year  that  Little  Ringed  Plovers  have  occurred  there.  Once 
again,  a  pair  nested  on  the  edge  of  London  Airport  (many  observers). 

K  Two  birds  were  seen  at  the  original  gravel  pit  in  July,  but  there 
was  no  evidence  of  nesting  (fjh).  At  the  North  Kent  site  (men¬ 
tioned  in  L.B.M.,  17,  p.  17)  two  pairs,  one  certainly  breeding,  were 
seen  on  June  7  (ehg,  rch).  A  single  bird  was  flushed  from  a  sludge 
bed  at  Elmers  End  S.F.  on  Aug.  2  (jfb,  gem). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  19  (dp). 

139  Grey  Plover 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Sept.  18  and  three  on  most  dates  between 
Sept.  19  and  30  (many  observers). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  one  on  May  3  (jfb). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Abridge,  c.  50  on  Feb.  15  (mrc).  Fairlop,  c.  250  during  February 
(mrc,  mdw).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  6  (fbc).  Romford 
S.F.,  15  on  Feb.  14  (rs). 

H  In  the  area  between  Radlett  and  Napsbury,  flocks  of  up  to  300 
were  reported  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  Apr.  12,  and 
again  from  Sept.  27  to  the  end  of  the  year.  About  500  were  seen 
at  Radlett  on  Oct.  25  (Rcl,  scl,  JFd,  ehw  et  al.). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  6  (fbc,  pfcr).  Ruislip  Common,  one 
on  Nov.  17  (nhp).  In  the  area  of  Staines  Moor,  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
and  London  Airport,  there  were  manj^  records  from  January  to 
March  and  again  from  July  to  December,  usually  of  under  ten 
birds.  The  maxima  were  32  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Feb.  14  and 
65  at  London  Airport  on  Nov.  4  (mc,  fhj  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  four  reported  on  five  dates  from  Jan.  18 
to  Mar.  28  (bpa,  gmc,  afm). 

143  Turnstone 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  9  (jj.fp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  eight  on  May  16  (dap),  two  on  May  17  and  20,  two 
on  July  26,  one  to  five  on  Aug.  29,  30  and  31,  and  three  on  Sept. 
11  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  three  on  Aug.  1,  one  on  Aug.  4  and  three  on  Dec. 
18  (gwa,  khp  et  al.). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  28  (hpm,  aggt). 
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147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Jan.  3.  Woodford,  one  shot  on  Dec.  3  (mrc, 
MDW). 

H  Moor  Mill,  one  on  Jan.  25,  Mar.  15  and  29  (rcI,  scl).  Old  Parkbury, 
one  on  Jan.  5,  and  one  on  several  dates  from  Oct.  8  to  the  end  of  the 
year  (ncl,  scl,  bls,  ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2,  Sept.  12  and  19,  two  on  Oct.  11,  one  on 
Dec.  19  and  27  (jfwb,  jcl,  dwt,  gow,  ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  Sept.  10,  two  on  Sept.  19,  one  on  Oct.  10  and  11,  and  two  on 
Nov.  10  (six  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  1  and  2 
(dah,  fb,).  Ruislip,  one  on  Feb.  1  and  7  (tlb,  bpp).  Staines  Moor, 
the  remains  of  a  dead  bird  were  found  on  Feb.  22  (hpm). 

K  Ruxley  G.P'.,  one  bird  seen  on  several  occasions  from  Jan.  4  to  Mar. 
22,  one  on  Oct.  18  and  Nov.  29  (fjh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  Jan.  18,  one  on  Feb.  21,  one  to  three  on 
several  dates  from  Nov.  22  to  Dec.  31  (bpa,  bsm).  Epsom  S.F.,  three 
on  Oct.  25,  six  on  Nov.  1,  two  on  Nov.  7,  and  one  on  Dec.  19  (dp). 
Hersham-S.F.,  two  on  Nov.  29  and  three  on  Deo.  13  (dp).  Richmond 
Park,  one  on  Jan.  18  (bam). 

148  Woodcock 

H  Cuffley  Great  Wood,  one  on  Feb.  22,  Mar.  10  and  Dec.  20  (bls). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  28  (jfwb).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Mar. 
10  and  Apr.  15  (gt).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Nov.  9  (per  ljc).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  20  (elc). 

K  Holwood  Park,  one  roding  on  July  1,  23  and  28  (jjg,  hpm).  Ruxley 
G.P.,  one  shot  on  Nov.  21  (fjh). 

S  Ashtead,  one  roding  on  Apr.  20,  and  one  flushed  on  Apr.  22  (hh). 
Banstead  Wood,  one  roding  on  May  24  (AJHy).  Bookham  Common, 
one  on  May  24  and  June  14  (gb,  pwec).  Dulwich  Woods,  one  on 
Jan.  11  and  18,  Mar.  13,  Nov.  1,  8,  28  and  29,  and  Dec.  30  (lgb, 
OCL,  iss,  RHw).  Esher  Common,  a  pair  and  up  to  4  or  5  single  birds 
seen  on  several  occasions  from  May  9  (jf).  Leatherhead,  several 
birds  seen  in  area  during  April,  and  a  nest  found  on  Apr.  5  (hh). 
Richmond  Park,  one  on  Jan.  25  (bam).  Selsdon  Wood,  one  on  Apr. 
6  (adb). 

150  Curlew 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year.  Reports  were  most  frequent 
in  August,  when  several  parties  of  up  to  20  birds  were  seen. 

151  Whimbrei 

M  Colindale,  one  flew  over  calling  on  Aug.  6  (rjc).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  on  Aug.  20  (nhp).  Staines  Moor  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  one 
on  Apr.  19,  two  on  Apr.  25  (hpm,  wnm,  dkm,  bpp). 

S  Trinity  Road,  Wandsworth,  several  calling  in  a  flock  of  between 
20  and  30,  all  probably  of  this  species,  flying  over  on  Aug.  23  (fwl). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  seen  on  June  5,  and  one  heard  on  Aug.  18 
(hpm,  aggt). 
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154  Black-talied  Godwit 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  July  25  and  26  (seven 
observers) . 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Aug.  17  (khp  et  ah). 

X 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Sept.  7  and  9  (cn,  khp  et  ah). 

158  Green  Sandpiper 

During  the  winter  months  from  one  to  four  were  reported  in  Essex 
at  Fishers  Green  G.P.;  in  Herts  in  the  Colne  Valley,  and  at  Wat¬ 
ford  S.F.,  Moor  Mill  and  Old  Parkbury;  in  Middlesex  in  the  Colne 
Valley  and  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.;  in  Kent  in  the  Darent  Valley  and 
at  Stone  Marshes;  and  in  Surrey  at  Epsom,  Esher,  and  Hersham 
sewage  farms. 

From  one  to  four  were  seen  in  several  parts  of  the  area  in  April, 
but  there  are  no  records  for  May.  From  June  20  onwards  and  in 
July  there  were  a  few  records  of  from  one  to  four.  The  main 
passage  was  in  August  and  the  first  half  of  September  when  parties 
of  up  to  ten  were  seen. 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  July  1,  two  on  Aug.  9,  and  three  on  Aug.  16 

(rcI,  SCl,  MGE,  EHW). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  19,  one  on  June  20  and  21,  one  on 

Aug.  11,  one  or  two  on  eleven  dates  from  Aug.  19  to  Sept.  3,  and 

one  on  Sept.  18  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  from 

Aug.  23  to  26  (jLFp).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  June  14  (fhj). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Aug.  12  (wib). 

\ 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

The  main  spring  passage  was  from  mid-April  to  mid-May,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  number  seen  in  any  locality  being  six  on  May  9.  The  autumn 
passage  commenced  in  early  July  and  continued  to  the  end  of 
October.  There  were  many  records  of  from  10  to  30  birds  during 
the  second  half  of  July  and  during  August. 

Winter  records:  in  Kent,  one  at  Stone  Marshes  on  Jan.  11;  in 
Surrey,  one  at  South  Norwood  Lake  on  Dec.  6;  and  in  Middlesex, 
one  remained  at  Ponders  End  S.F.  until  the  end  of  December. 

H  Old  Parkbury,  a  pair  showed  breeding  behaviour  from  mid-March 
to  June,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  nesting  (ecI,  scl,  ehw).  (See 
L.B.E.,  15,  16,  and  17.) 

161  Redshank 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  30  (hch). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1  (jlfp). 

H  Two  at  a  sewage  farm  two  miles  south  of  Broxbourne  on  Oct.  6 
(ictn). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.P.,  one  on  Apr.  29  and  May,  2,  3  and  5  (nine  obser¬ 
vers),  one  on  Aug.  18  and  Sept.  1,  3,  5  and  6  (seven  observers). 
Staines  Moor,  one  on  Sept.  6  (wnm). 

Correction:  17,  p.  20;  under  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Middlesex, 

delete  three  on  Aug.  17  (hshh). 

164  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

M  Two  in  the  Staines-Perry  Oaks  district  were  the  first  and  second 
records  for  Middlesex  and  the  London  Area.  On  Aug.  30  one  was 
seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  was  recorded  daily  up  to  Sept.  5. 
The  following  day  it  had  left,  but  was  found  at  Ham  Fields  S.F., 
Berks,  about  four  miles  west,  and  just  outside  the  London  Area. 
(See  Middle  Thames  Naturalist,  6,  p.  20.)  This  bird  stayed  at  Ham 
Fields  for  a  considerable  time,  but  was  seen  at  Staines  Moor  on  five 
dates  in  September  and  October,  returned  to  Perry  Oaks  on  nine 
dates  in  September,  October,  and  November,  and  was  last  seen 
there  on  Dec.  9.  On  Sept.  25  and  26  a  second  bird  was  seen  at 
Perry  Oaks,  and  at  dusk  on  the  26th  it  flew  in  and  settled  on  the 
causeway  of  Staines  Reservoir;  it  was  not  seen  subsequently.  It 
could  be  recognised  by  certain  plumage  differences  from  the  first 
bird :  the  crown  and  back  were  darker ;  the  breast  more  heavily 
streaked;  and  in  flight  the  uppersides  of  the  wings  were  uniformly 
dark,  lacking  the  slight  contrast  between  the  primaries  and  the  rest 
of  the  wing  which  was  noticeable  in  the  first  bird ;  further  it  nearly 
always  used  a  call  of  six  or  seven  syllables  instead  of  the  one  or  two 
normally  used  by  the  first.  On  Sept.  26  the  second  was  under  obser¬ 
vation  at  Perry  Oaks  while  the  first  was  being  watched  at  Ham 
Fields.  Field  notes  have  been  received  in  respect  of  both  birds, 
which  were  seen  by  many  observers. 

165  Greenshank 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  to  six  on  most  dates  from  Aug.  20  to 
Sept.  12,  and  one  on  Sept.  20  and  27  (fbc,  jlfp). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  one  on  Oct.  11  (ncl,  scl). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  6  (ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  9 
(fhj,  hpm);  single  birds  were  seen  on  July  11,  Aug.  8,  9,  15,  22  and 
30,  eight  on  Aug.  31,  one  on  Sept.  20,  21  and  27,  and  two  on  Oct. 
19  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  29  (jlfp). 
Staines  Moor,  one  on  Aug.  8,  Sept.  19  and  23  (mc,  dkm,  res). 

K  Bexley,  one  flying  over  on  Sept.  25  (khp). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  one  flying  over  on  Aug.  9  (rch). 

169  Knot 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  20,  seven  on  Sept.  11,  and  two  from 
Sept.  19  to  23  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  two  on  Jan.  11  (bpa,  jjg). 
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171  Little  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  1,  2,  3  and  5;  one  or  more  were  re¬ 
corded  on  most  dates  from  Sept.  6  to  Oct.  3,  the  largest  numbers 
being  ten  on  Sept.  19,  20,  and  23;  one  \j'as  seen  on  Oct.  28  and  30 
(many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  27  (fbc,  daii, 

JLFP). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  from  Aug.  17  to  21  and  on  Aug.  30,  and  two  to 
four  on  most  dates  from  Sept.  4  to  Sept.  23  (khp  et  al.). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  May  31  (jlfp).  Full  supporting  details  have 
been  received. 

178  Dunlin 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  29  (fbc). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  five  on  Aug.  16,  and  four  on  Aug.  23  (jlfp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  6,  one  on  July  10,  two  on  Aug.  31  and  one 
on  Sept.  25  (dwt,  ehw).  Hampton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  18  (ng). 
Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  11  (cmv).  Perry  Oaks 
S‘F.,  one  on  Feb.  21  and  one  on  Mar.  2.  During  the  spring  passage 
from  Mar.  21  until  the  end  of  May,  there  were  many  records  of  from 
one  to  thirteen  birds.  On  Apr.  29,  25  were  seen,  and  three  days 
later  on  May  2,  the  exceptional  number  of  66  was  counted.  Next 
day  only  18  were  present.  Over  20  were  reported  on  May  17.  The 
autumn  passage  began  with  one  bird  on  July  5;  34  were  seen  on 
July  18,  and  from  that  date  until  the  end  of  September,  birds  were 
reported  on  most  days  on  which  the  farm  was  visited,  and  stragglers 
were  seen  on  several  dates  in  October  and  on  four  dates  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  There  were  no  marked  peaks,  but  flocks  of  from  20  to  35  were 
recorded  on  seventeen  dates  from  July  18  to  Aug.  31.  One  was 
seen  on  Dec.  15  and  three  on  Dec.  31  (many  observers).  Ponders 
End  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  8,  six  on  Aug.  23  and  four  on  Aug.  25  (jlfp). 
Staines  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  15  (hpm).  Staines,  King  George  VI 
Res.,  three  on  May  14,  one  on  Oct.  4  and  17  (hpm).  Staines  Moor, 
three  on  Mar.  14  (res). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  12  on  May  3  (jfb).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  23 
(fjh).  Stone  Marshes,  records  of  from  two  to  nine  birds  on  four 
dates  in  January,  nine  on  Mar.  21,  one  on  Mar.  22,  five  on  Mar.  31, 
three  on  Apr.  2,  one  on  May  2  (6  observers).  The  autumn  passage, 
which  took  place  between  July  16  and  Sept.  23,  was  much  heavier 
than  usual  at  this  locality.  From  July  16  to  Aug.  18,  from  one  to 
three  birds  were  reported  on  eight  dates.  By  Aug.  25,  the  numbers 
had  built  up  to  a  peak  of  73,  and  for  the  next  six  days  the  numbers 
did  not  fall  below  60.  By  Sept.  7,  only  ten  remained,  and  smaller 
numbers  were  recorded  on  eleven  dates  up  to  Sept.  23  (khp  et  al.). 
One  was  seen  on  Nov.  15  (wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  22  (dac). 
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T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  7,  Apr.  14,  22  and  23,  and  May  14. 
The  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  10  to  Sept.  1.  During  this 
period  one  to  four  birds  were  recorded  on  eleven  dates,  and  on 
Aug.  27  a  party  of  17  circled  several  times  but  did  not  settle.  One 
was  seen  on  Dec.  5  (several  observers).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.-18  (gls). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  or  two  from  Sept.  1  to  10,  four  or  five  from 
Sept.  11  to  13,  one  on  Sept.  16,  five  on  Sept.  18,  and  one  on  Sept. 
30,  Oct.  2  and  3  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Oct. 
18  (dah,  jlfp,  fr). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  unusual  numbers  for  this  locality  were  seen  during 
the  autumn  passage.  The  first  record  was  of  14  on  Aug.  30.  Four 
to  nine  were  seen  from  Aug.  31  to-  Sept.  3,  and  21  on  Sept.  4.  Nine 
were  present  on  Sept,  7,  from  which  date  the  numbers  rose  to  26  on 
Sept.  14,  then  fell  to  four  on  Sept,  26,  the  last  date  for  which  records 
have  been  received  (khp  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  eight  on  Aug.  30  (adb). 

181  Sanderling 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  17  on  May  16,  an  exceptional  number  (whd,  dap), 
three  on  May  17  (wnm,  bpp).  In  the  autumn,  single  birds  were  seen 
on  Aug.  1,  Sept.  23  and  25,  and  Oct.  18  (seven  observers).  Ponders 
End  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  7  (jd,  dah). 

182  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

M  One  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  five  dates  from  Oct.  18  to  27,  and  on 
Nov.  3,  the  first  record  for  Middlesex  and  the  London  Area  (lb,  bar 
et  al.]  see  R.R.,  XLVII,  p.  310). 

184  Ruff 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  seven  on  Aug.  16  and  four  on  Aug.  23  (jlfp).  Old 
Parkbury,  two  on  July  5  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  12  and  19  (jfd,  jcl,  dwt,  gow,  ehw). 
Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  26  and  27  (jlfp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
on  spring  passage,  single  birds  were  recorded  on  seven  dates  from 
Mar.  7  to  22  and  on  five  dates  from  Apr.  29  to  May  10.  The  autumn 
passage  began  with  three  on  July  1.  One  or  two  were  seen  on  eight 
dates  from  Aug.  1  to  19.  Prom  Aug.  22  to  Sept.  13  the  numbers 
reported  fluctuated  between  6  and  23,  and  from  Sept,  16  to  Oct.  4 
records  were  of  from  3  to  13  birds,  but  a  flock  of  c.  28  was  seen  on 
Sept.  20  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  there  were  records  for  most  dates  from  Aug.  24  to 
Sept.  23,  the  maximum  being  14  on  Sept.  1  (khp  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  30  (adb).  Epsom  S.F.,  five  on  Aug. 
30  and  three  on  Sept.  9  (dp,  jdw). 
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185  Avocet 

K  Stone  Marshes,  the  bird  seen  at  the  end  of  1952  (see  L.B.R.,  17, 
p.  22)  was  reported  on  four  dates  from  Jan.  1  to  24  (six  observers;. 

.  ^ 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

M  Staines,  King  George  YI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17  (hpm,  dkm). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  and  Lonsdale  Road  Filter  Beds,  one  seen  on  most 
■  dates  from  Nov.  28  to  Dec.  15  (many  observers). 

188  Stone  Curlew 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  heard  calling  at  the  end  of  April  by  afk  who 
is  familiar  with  this  species  in  its  breeding  haunts. 

207  Little  Gull 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  adult  on  Aug.  9  (wnm,  cmv,  caw). 
T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  9  (sk),  and  on  Sept.  29, 
Oct.  1  and  2  (kve,  lbl,  em,  hpm). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  248  nests  were  counted  on  May  24  (caw). 

K  Abbey  Wood  Marshes,  c.  4,000  on  flooded  marshland  on  Feb.  21. 
Stone  Marshes,  c.  3,000  on  Jan.  25  (jfb). 

The  following  selected  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area 
were  notified  during  1953  ;  — 

Date  and  place  of  ringing.  Date  and  place  of  recovery. 

3  Feb.  51 — ^t.  James’s  Park,  as  adult  (tlb)  . 

16  Nov.  52 — Hamburg,  Germany,  trapped  and  released. 

30  Jan.  45 — Westminster  Bridge,  as  adult  (tlb)  . 

29  Nov.  52 — Westminster  Bridge. 

16  Nov.  45 — St.  James’s  Park,  as  adult  (tlb)  . 

12  Jan.  53 — Found  dead  at  Barn  Elms  Reservoirs. 

10  Mar.  43 — St.  James’s  Park,  as  adult  (tlb)  . 

11  Mar.  53 — Found  dead  near  Hellevoetsluis,  Voorne,  Holland. 

6  Jan.  40 — Hammersmith,  as  adult  (wdp)  . 

16  June  53 — Found  dead  in  breeding  place,  Kristianstad, 

S.  Sweden. 

211  Kittiwake 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  31  (fbc,  jlfp). 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  adult  on  Nov.  14  (nhp). 

K  Abbey  Wood  Marshes,  an  immature  on  flood  water  on  Feb.  21  was 
feeding  on  drowned  earthworms  (jfb). 

S  Inner  London :  Waterloo,  two  immatures  at  the  South  Bank  Pier 
on  Nov.  21  (elc). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  adult  on  Feb,  8  (resL 
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212  Black  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  25,  one  on  Aug.  9  and  13,  two  on 
Aug.  16,  five  on  Sept.  4  and  one  on  Sept.  20  (fbc,  jlfp,  fr). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23,  two  on  Aug.  17  and  one  on  Sept.  16 
(dc,  ehw).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  16  (padh). 
Staines  Reservoirs ;  spring  records ;  — two  on  May  6  and  9,  one  on 
May  10,  sixteen  on  May  14,  two  on  May  16  and  one  on  May  28 ; 
autumn  records: — one  on  Aug.  11  and  16  and  Sept.  10,  two  on 
Sept.  14,  and  up  to  11  on  seven  dates  from  Sept.  19  to  28  (many 
observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Sept.  16  (wib,  khp). 

S  South  Norwood  Lake,  two  on  May  1  (rhw). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  eight  on  May  14,  one  on  July  2,  one  on  Aug.  20, 
and  two  to  four  on  six  dates  from  Sept.  16  to  23  (sk,  hpm,  dwt,  aggt, 

AW w) . 

217/218  Common/Arctic  Tern 

The  spring  passage  took  place  between  Apr.  12  and  June  20,  but 
reports  were  few,  and  referred  to  single  birds  or  small  parties  of  up 
to  seven  in  number.  The  autumn  passage  was  noted  between  July 
18  and  Oct.  25,  with  most  records  during  August  and  September. 
Reports  were  usually  of  single  birds  or  small  parties  of  up  to  16, 
but  at  Staines  Reservoirs  c.  40  were  seen  on  Aug.  15  (gwl),  and 
c.  100  on  Sept.  10  (acb).  Several  parties  totalling  c.  139  were 
seen  flying  up  the  Thames  off  Dartford  S.F.,  on  Sept.  5  (fjh). 

219  Roseate  Tern 

M  One  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  May  16  was  seen  both  at  rest  and  in 
flight  (wHD,  dap).  The  following  details  are  taken  from  the  field 
notes  submitted: — forehead,  crown,  and  nape  black;  mantle  and 
back  pearl  grey,  clearly  paler  than  those  of  nearby  Black-headed 
Gulls ;  tail  white,  with  very  long  streamers ;  underparts  white,  with 
a  rosy  flush  on  the  breast;  bill  black,  long,  slender,  and  slightly 
down-curved  towards  the  tip;  legs  and  feet  red;  calls,  a  soft  “kii- 
ick”  and  “keek-keek”,  and  a  very  hoarse  and  strident  “kee-kee”  ; 
the  whitish  appearance  in  flight  was  noted. 

222  Little  Tern 

H  Hamper  Mill,  two  on  Sept.  16  (abs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  four  on  Sept.  20  (jf). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  13,  five  on  Sept.  4  (fbc,  fr). 

M  Ruislip  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  5  (nhp).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res., 
four  on  Aug.  30,  three  on  Sept.  5  (pjh,  fhj,  cmv). 
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230  Puffin 

M  A  juvenile  found  at  Nortliolt  Airport  on  Feb.  13  was  taken  to  the 
London  Zoo  (per  wgt). 

S  Headley,  an  immature  found  in  a  garden  on  Apr.  12  was  identified 
at  the  Natural  History  Museum. 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  oiled  first  winter  bird  was  captured  on  Mar.  7 ; 
after  being  fed  with  an  angler’s  live  bait  it  was  released.  On  Mar. 
8  it  was  again  captured  and  taken  to  the  London  Zoo,  where  it 
-  died.  The  cause  of  death  was  pneumonia  and  nephritis  (hpm. 
ABMM,  GLS  et  al.). 

232  Stock  Dove 

M/S  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  young  reared  (ehw).  Birds 
were  also  seen  in  the  breeding  season  in  Battersea  Park,  the  Green 
Park,  Holland  Park,  and  Kensington  Gardens. 

234  Woodpigeon 

M/S  Inner  London:  Westminster,  a  pair  nested  on  a  fire-escape  land¬ 
ing  on  the  8th  floor  of  55  Broadway,  S.W.l;  the  nest  was  constructed 
entirely  of  wire  netting.  Two  eggs  hatched  but  only  one  chick  was 
reared  (h,  pmr,  wgt).  A  pair  was  seen  building  on  a  mid-river 
timber  structure  adjoining  Lambeth  Bridge  on  June  13  (mrb,  wgt). 

241  Barn  Owl 

Although  birds  were  seen  in  several  areas  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  no  reports  of  breeding  have  been  received. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

\ 

S  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  a  half-fledged  owlet  was  seen  on 
June  26  (jnar). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27  (pjh). 

K  Oxleas  Wood,  two  on  Jan.  26  (gcb).  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Jan.  24 
(fjh)  . 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Dec.  13  (gb,  shc).  Mitcham  Common 
and  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  three  seen  on  several  dates  up  to  Mar. 
15  (c/.  17,  p.  25),  and  one  from  Nov.  22  to  the  end  of  the 

year  (bpa,  bsm,  afm  et  al.). 

252  Nightjar 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  on  July  5  and  19,  and  one  on  Aug.  2  (wen, 

JLFP). 

H  Near  King’s  Langley,  two  seen  and  others  heard  on  May  22  (rjc,  ag). 
M  Ruislip,  two  seen  on  July  27  (tlb,  em). 

K  There  were  records  during  the  breeding  season  from  Darenth  Wood, 
Hayes,  Joydens  Wood,  and  Stone  Chalk  Pit,  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding  was  obtained  (six  observers). 
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S  Recorded  during  the  breeding  season  from  Ashtead  Common,  Ban- 
stead  Wood,  Esher  Common,  Headley,  Limpsfield  Chart,  Mickle- 
ham,  and  Princes  Coverts  (six  observers). 

261  Hoopoe 

M  Pinner,  one  on  Aug.  12  (eb). 

232  Green  Woodpecker 

M  Inner  London.  It  is  now  known  that  this  species  bred  in  Holland 
Park  during  1952.  It  was  seen  there  during  the  breeding  season 
by  sc  and  wgt  {vide  L.B.B.,  17,  p.  25),  and  sc  has  since  been  in¬ 
formed  by  one  of  the  gardeners  that  an  occupied  nest  was  found 
and  that  fledged  young  were  seen.  In  1953,  the  Park  Superinten¬ 
dent,  F.  T.  Hillier,  handled  a  young  bird  which  had  evidently  been 
bred  in  the  Park.  The  species  has  also  been  recorded  from  Bays- 
water,  Kensington  Gardens  (frequently).  Netting  Hill,  Regent’s 
Park  and  St.  James’s  Park  (many  observers). 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

M  Inner  London  :  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  Holland  Park, 
Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park.  Nest-holes  excavated  in 
the  last  two  localities  were  taken  by  Starlings. 

265  Wryneck 

K  Bickley,  one  on  May  7  and  9  (awb).  Orpington,  one  pair  bred  (hbc). 

S  Chipstead,  one  on  Apr.  14  and  subsequently  (lic).  Kingswood,  one 
on  June  10  (hb).  Leatherhead,  one  on  May  1  (shc).  Purley,  one 
on  Apr.  12;  Tadworth,  one  on  Apr.  12  (hb). 

271  Woodlark 

Breeding  proved  for  at  least  18  of  the  28  pairs  reported.  Breeding 
season  records  only  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  pair  certainly  and  three  pairs  probably  bred 
(mrc,  mdw).  Havering,  one  pair  bred  (aghu).  South  Weald  Park, 
two  pairs  probably  bred  (rs). 

H  Ridge,  one  pair  bred  (bls,  ehw).  Mimms  Wood,  a  male  on  May  17 
(pjkb)  . 

M  Ruislip,  four  pairs  bred  (bpp  et  al.).  Bentley  Priory,  one  singing  on 
June  5  (jcl).  Bushy  Park,  present  during  the  breeding  season 
(emg).  Mill  Hill,  one  on  July  1  (ehw). 

K  Hayes  Common,  one  pair  bred  (awb).  Springpark  Woods,  one  sing¬ 
ing  on  Mar.  25  (dep). 

S  Breeding  proved  at  Addington-Shirley,  one  pair  (hep)  ;  Cobham, 
one  pair,  and  a  second  present  (jf)  ;  Oxshott  Heath,  one  pair  (cjoh)  ; 
Reigate  Heath,  one  pair  (hb)  ;  Richmond  Park,  four  pairs,  and 
probably  two  other  pairs  present  (bam  et  al.);  Wimbledon  Common, 
two,  possibly  three,  pairs  (hpm).  Ham  Common,  two  males  sang 
throughout  the  breeding  season  (frm).  Mickleham  Downs,  one 
singing  on  Apr.  14  (mw).  Walton  Heath,  a  pair  present  on  May  9 
(hb). 
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274  Swallow 

A  young  bird  ringed  at  Elmers  End  S.E.,  Kent,  on  July  4,  1952, 
by  GEM  was  recovered  at  Caterham,  Surrey,  in  May,  1953. 

277  Sand  Martin 

JLFP  reports  a  heavy  passage  south  at  King  George  V  Res.,  on  Aug. 
30.  Counts  showed  that  between  2,500  and  3,000  passed  between  2 
-and  3  p.in.  c.  450  were  reported  the  same  day  at  Ruxley  G.P.,  by 
FJH,  and  on  Aug.  29,  c.  500  were  seen  at  Staines  by  gb. 

278  Golden  Oriole 

K  Full  details  have  been  received  of  a  pair  at  Holwood  Park,  Keston, 
on  June  1,  2  and  3  (jjg). 

281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Aveley,  five  on  Jan.  2  and  six  on  Mar.  3  (rs).  Great  Warley,  one 
on  Jan.  29  (aeh).  Rainham  Marshes,  one  on  Nov.  29  (rh). 

M  Greenford,  four  with  c.  150  Carrion  Crows  gathering  to  roost  at 
Perivale  Wood  on  Jan.  17  and  Feb.  1  (c/.  L.B.E.,  17,  p.  27).  It  is 
probable  that  these  birds  used  the  roost  throughout  the  winter.  As 
the  crows  disperse  widely  to  feed  during  the  day,  some  of  the  other 
Middlesex  records  given  below  may  refer  to  the  same  birds.  One 
was  again  present  at  the  roost  on  Oct.  31  and  Dec.  19  (fhj). 

Brent  Res.,  one  or  two  seen  frequently  from  Jan.  2  to  Mar.  3  (seven 
observers).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Jan.  11,  Feb.  8,  and  Apr. 
25  (nc,  GT,  Gow).  Hendon,  one  on  Jan,  18  and  Feb.  7  (ag).  Houns¬ 
low,  one  on  J’an.  18  (whd).  Ruislip  and  Ickenham  area,  one  or  two 
on  several  dates  from  Jan.  10  to  Mar.  15  (tlb,  cb,  bpp,  nhp,  jts). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Mar.  18  and  21  (adb,  hep).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  on  Jan.  18,  Feb.  22,  and  Mar.  8,  13  and  22  (six  observers). 
Carshalton,  one  on  Oct.  25  (dac).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  22  and 
Mar.  25  (hb,  dar).  Farleigh,  one  on  Mar.  1  and  Dec.  20  (adb,  hep). 
Richmond  Park,  single  birds  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  4  to  Mar. 
19,  and  two  on  Feb.  19  (bam,  them,  wpkn).  South  Norwood,  two 
flying  over  on  Oct.  31  (rhw). 


283  Jackdaw 

M  Inner  London  :  records  for  the  Kensington  Gardens  breeding  colony 
— the  only  one  in  Inner  London — are  given  in  greater  detail  than 
usual,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  continued  existence  was  threatened 
early  in  1954  by  the  decision  to  fell  diseased  trees  in  the  area.  A 
maximum  of  11  was  seen  on  Feb.  15,  but  probably  not  more  than 
six  were  present  during  the  breeding  season.  Two  were  seen  look¬ 
ing  out  of  holes  on  Mar.  15  and  one  was  seen  taking  food  to  a  hole 
on  May  20.  There  was  no  other  evidence  that  nesting  took  place 

(CHH,  RWHn,  CHFP,  WGT). 
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286  Jay 

M/S  Inner  London:  no  nests  on  buildings  or  in  trees  in  streets  were 
reported.  Nested  in  Battersea  Park,  Kensington  Gardens,  and  St. 
James’s  Park,  where  two  dying  fledglings  were  found  in  early  July. 
This  is  apparently  the  first  breeding  record  for  St.  James’s  Park. 
Young  were  seen  being  fed  in  the  Green  Park  and  Regent’s  Park, 
and  birds  also  frequented  Holland  Park,  Hyde  Park  and  St.  John’s 
Wood  during  the  nesting  season  (many  observers). 

290  Coal  Tit 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult  and  at  least  one  juvenile, 
still  dependent  on  the  parent  for  food,  on  July  20;  St.  John’s  Wood, 
a  pair  and  two  juveniles  on  June  20  (hch). 

293  Willow  Tit 

E  Chingford,  two  on  Jan.  2  (hpm).  Hainault  Forest,  two  on  June  20 
(mrc).  Little  Warley,  one  on  June  27  (mrc,  mdw). 

M  Ruislip  xiistrict,  one  pair  bred  successfully;  on  Oct.  11,  c.  20  were 
seen  (tlb,  cb,  nhp,  bpp).  Bentley  Priory,  two  on  Dec.  6  (ehw). 
Harefield,  a  pair  on  Apr.  5  (nhp).  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Apr.  11  (ehw). 
Staines  Moor,  one  on  Feb.  17  (hpm).  Uxbridge,  one  on  Mar.  7 
(fhj). 

K  Otford,  one  on  Aug.  16  (gb,  emh).  South  Darenth,  two  on  Mar.  1 
(wib). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Mar.  26,  two  on  Apr.  26,  one  on  June  14, 
Aug.  9  and  Dec.  6  (gb,  jrl).  Farleigh,  one  on  Dec.  21  (emh). 
Headley  Heath,  one  on  Sept.  20  (emh).  Selsdon  Wood,  two  pairs 
present  in  March  and  April,  and  three  birds  on  Dec.  19  (.4db,  res). 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

M  Inner  London  :  Primrose  Hill,  one  on  Nov.  14  (ehw). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

M  Inner  London  :  a  pair  nested  on  the  scaffolding  supporting  one  of 
the  Coronation  stands  facing  East  Carriage  Drive,  Hyde  Park; 
two  nestlings  were  hatched.  The  remains  of  another  nest  were 
also  found  under  a  dismantled  stand  on  the  Green  Park  side  of 
Piccadilly  on  July  4  (mrb,  wgt). 

302  Fieldfare 

K  Bexley,  a  movement  of  small  parties  of  this  species  in  a  W.S.W 
direction  was  again  observed  from  Nov.  11  to  25  (khp).  (cf.  L.B.JR., 
17,  p.  28.) 

304  Redwing 

M  Inner  London  :  the  severe  weather  resulted  in  a  considerable  in¬ 
vasion  between  Feb.  12  and  18.  Up  to  100  were  seen  in  the  Green 
Park,  up  to  75  in  Regent’s  Park,  and  on  Feb.  16  eleven  were  noted 
in  Bloomsbury  Square,  six  in  Malet  Street  and  five  in  Russell 
Square  (several  observers). 
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307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  22  (ehw). 

S  Dulwich  Common,  one  on  Apr.  20  and- 29  (hep). 

311  Wheatear 

Passage  through  the  area  lasted  from  Mar.  25  to  June  2  in  the 
spring,  and  from  July  8  to  Oct.  14  in  the  autumn  (many  observers). 
-A  late  bird  was  seen  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Nov.  8  (gt). 

317  Stonechat 

Frequently  reported  from  many  localities  out  of  the  breeding  season, 
maximum  six  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Middlesex,  in  November.  The 
following  are  the  only  breeding  records ;  — 

H  Moor  Mill,  one  pair  (mgr,  ehw). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  pair  (jlfp). 

318  Whinchat 

E  Aveley-Rainham,  one  pair  bred  and  eight  other  pairs  present  in 
the  breeding  season.  Birds  were  also  present  in  the  breeding 
season  as  follow^s : — Berwick  Pond,  one  pair;  Lea  Valley,  eight 
pairs;  Roding  Valley,  one  pair  (mrc,  jlfp,  rs,  mdw,  rbw). 

H  Broxbourne,  two  pairs  bred  (jlfp). 

M  Southall,  one  pair  bred.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  pairs  present  in  the 
breeding  season  (ee,  caw). 

K  Abbey  Wood  Marshes,  two  pairs  bred.  Two  pairs  at  Crayford,  and 
two  pairs  at  Dartford  were  also  recorded  during  the  breeding 
season  (jfb,  wib,  sk). 

S  Walton  G.P.',  one  pair  bred  and  a  second  pair  present  (dp). 

320  Redstart 

E  Epping  Forest,  of  five  pairs  located,  at  least  three  bred  (mrc,  jlfp). 
Hainault  Forest,  four  pairs  bred  (mrc,  mdw).  Little  Warley,  two 
pairs  probably  bred  (mdw).  South  Weald  Park,  seven  nests  found, 
and  tAvo  other  pairs  located  (rs). 

H  Cuffley  Great  Wood,  seven  pairs  bred  (bls). 

M  Stanmore  Common,  of  four  pairs  located,  at  least  one  bred  (jcl, 
ehw).  Bushy  Park,  one  pair  present,  but  not  proA^ed  to  breed 
(emg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  two  pairs  bred  (aww).  Limpsfield  Chart,  a  male 
and  one  juvenile  seen  on  June  29  (adb).  Ockham  Common,  one 
pair  probably  bred  (padh).  Richmond  Park,  about  nine  pairs  bred 
(bam). 

321  Black  Redstart 

The  first  arrival  recorded  in  the  City  was  an  immature  male  on 
Mar.  19.  As  in  1952  there  was  not  complete  observation  of  all  the 
area  and  comparison  should  not  therefore  be  made  with  the  figures 
for  1948-51.  Singing  males  occAipied  nearly  all  the  usual  territories 
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and  pairs  were  known  to  have  bred  in  seven  of  them.  There  were 
another  five  singing  males,  which  may  or  may  not  have  had  mates. 
Breeding  activity,  where  observed,  seems  to  have  been  late,  and 
the  impression  was  one  of  some  reduction  compared  with  1952. 
This  year  was  the  last  in  which  the  birds’  city  breeding  areas  will 
remain  substantially  undisturbed  by  building  operations. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  adult  male,  Oct.  18 :  one  male  and  one  female, 
Oct.  24:  two  females  or  immatures,  Oct.  25  (dah).  Connaught 
Waters,  Epping  Forest,  one  female  or  immature,  Dec.  27  (jlfp,  fbc). 

M  Harefield,  one  male  on  the  roof  of  the  Bell  works  (tlb).  Ponders 
End  S.E.,  one  female  or  immature,  Oct.  24  (pjh). 

K  Farningham,  one  female  or  immature  male.  Mar.  8  (wib). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21,  25  and  29  (mgr,  bls,  ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  17  (ehw). 

S  Ashtead  -Common,  one  pair  bred ;  two  other  males  were  heard  sing¬ 
ing,  but  were  considered  to  be  unmated  (hh,  htmw).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  4  and  5  (bpa,  bsm).  Bookham  Common,  one  or 
two  reported  on  several  dates  in  May,  June  and  August  (gb,  shc, 
JF,  RHw).  Epsom  Common,  one  singing  on  Apr.  17  (hh).  Headley 
Heath,  one  singing  on  May  17  (bpa,  gcb). 


333  Reed  Warbler 

E  Berwick  Pond,  five  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (rs).  Fishers 
Green,  ten  pairs  probably  bred  (jlfp).  Rainham-Aveley,  10  to  15 
pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  (rs). 

H  Cheshunt  Marsh,  three  or  four  pairs  bred  (bls).  Colney  Heath, 
one  pair  reared  a  Cuckoo  (bls). 

M/B  Ruislip  Res.,  two  pairs  present,  one  of  which  bred  (tlb,  jcl). 
Staines-Colnbrook  area,  several  pairs  bred  at  gravel  pits  and  on 
Staines  Moor  (gb,  mpp). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one,  possibly  two,  pairs  bred  (awb,  f.tu).  Thames 
marshes  from  Abbey  Wood  to  Swanscombe,  many  breeding  records 
(wib,  jfb). 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  seven  singing  males  were  present  in  the  breeding 
season,  but  nesting  was  not  proved  (hb,  jdw).  Richmond  Park, 
three  pairs  bred  (bam). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  pairs  seen,  one  of  which  certainly  nested 

(hpm,  aggt). 

343  Blackcap 

M  Inner  London:  two,  possibly  three,  pairs  bred  in  derelict  garden 
area  in  St.  John’s  Wood  Park  (hch,  wgt). 

K  Catford,  the  cock  bird  reported  at  the  end  of  1952  (see  17, 

p.  31)  continued  to  visit  a  bird  table  until  Jan.  15  (jjg). 
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346  Garden  Warbler 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  singing  continuously  on  June  4 
(ehw);  St.  Jolin’s  Wood,  a  pair  with  two  juveniles  seen  on  July  17 
in  a  derelict  garden  area  of  St.  John’s"  Wood  Park,  but  no  proof 
that  nesting  had  taken  place  in  this  locality  (hch). 

347  Whitethroat 

M  inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  nested  successfully  (hch, 
EHw).  This  is  apparently  the  first  well-authenticated  breeding  re¬ 
cord  for  Inner  London.  (A  pair  is  said  to  have  nested  in  St.  James’s 
Park  in  1924). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  seen  carrying  food  on  June  17, 
but  no  young  seen  (bwhii). 

356  ChiffchafT 

K  Stone  Marshes,  on  Jan.  3  one  was  watched  feeding  on  aphides 
(JFB,  FHJ).  (See  B.B.,  Vol.  XLVI,  p.  457). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  pair  and  a  singing  male  in  the  breeding  season 
(MRC,  JLFP). 

H  Mimmshall  Wood,  four  pairs  located,  and  one  nest  found  (pjkb,  ag). 
M  Recorded  in  the  breeding  season  at  Harrow  Weald  Common,  Rui- 
slip,  and  Stanmore  Common  (six  observers). 

K  Haj^es  Common,  two  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  (awb). 

S  Oxshott  Heath  and  Littleheath  Common,  three  nests  found  and 
another  pair  present  (jf).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred 
and  at  least'two  more  pairs  present  (sk,  hpm).  Singing  males  were 
also  reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  Botley  Hill,  Gatton  Park, 
Granges  Hill  and  Limpsfield  Common  (adb,  rpc). 

One  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Cobham,  Surrey,  by  cjoh  on  8th  June 
1952  was  found  dead  on  17th  May  1953  at  Wonersh,  SurrejB 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

M  Bprlng  records: — Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  Apr.  22  (gt).  Rui- 
slip,  a  male  on  May  2  (tlb,  cb,  bpp).  Autumn  records: — Hamp¬ 
stead  Garden  Suburb,  one  on  Sept.  8  and  10  (dwt).  Hampstead 
Heath,  two  on  Sept.  9,  one  on  Sept.  18  and  two  on  Sept.  19  (mfbb, 
DC,  gt).  Harrow  Weald,  one  on  July  15;  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Sept. 
15  (ehw). 

Inner  London:  one  seen  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Sept.  3  was 
the  only  record  (chh,  chfp).  {cf.  L.B.B.,  17,  p.  32). 

K  Chislehurst,  a  female  on  May  3  (fjh).  Kelsey  Park,  one  on  Sept. 

15  (abcr).  Ruxley,  one  on  Aug.  30  (fjh). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  female  on  May  2  (js).  Leatherhead,  a  male  and  a 
female  on  Apr.  25  (lgh).  Shirley  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  15  and 

16  (adb). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  11  and  29  (hch). 
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379(a)  Rock  Pipit 

E  Rainham  Marshes,  two  on  Nov.  20  (ss).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Dec.  6  (hwr). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  on  Oct.  7  (mc,  nhp).  Staines,  King  George 
VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  11  and  Nov.  7  (hpm,  caw). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  up  to  12  reported  frequently  from  January  to  mid- 
March;  from  Oct.  29  to  the  end  of  the  year  up  to  15  were  recorded 
(gb,  wib,  jfb,  khp,  ws).  Swanscombe,  live  on  Nov.  29  (wib). 

3S0(a)  Pied  Wagtail 

E  Roding  Valley,  the  roost  in  a  reed  bed  used  by  c.  500  birds  at  the 
end  of  1952  (see  17,  p.  32)  was  occupied  up  to  March  (mrc, 

MDW). 

H  Moor  Mill,  a  roost  first  recorded  in  mid-October  was  being  used  by 
c.  100  birds  by  the  end  of  the  year  (mgr). 

M  Inner  London :  Cripplegate  bombed  sites,  occurred  during  the 
breeding  season,  but  there  was  no  proof  of  nesting. 

K  Crayford  Creek,  large  numbers  roosting  in  reed  beds  on  Nov.  22 

(wib).  Springpark  Woods,  c.  30  gathered  to  roost  on  Oct.  25 

(dep).  Stone  Marshes,  a  small  roost  in  a  reed  bed  was  used  during 
January  until  the  marsh  was  flooded  (wib). 

380(b)  White  Wagtail 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  3,  22  and  25  (hsh,  agh,  hpm,  dkm). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  28,  two  males  on  Apr.  16  and  four  males 
and  two  females  on  Apr.  17  (hpm,  bpp,  cmv). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  a  male  on  May  3  (jeb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  May  3  and  one  on  July  29  (bpa,  gb). 

Dulwich  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  13  (ocl,  iss). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  ten  dates  from  Apr.  3  to  May  6 
(fhj,  hpm,  abmm,  gls,  aggt). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

B  Iver,  one  pair  bred  (hab). 

M  Harefield,  one  pair  bred  (tlb,  jcl,  ehw).  Isleworth  S.F.,  two  pairs 
present  in  June,  one  with  fledged  young  (ictn).  Breeding  was  sus¬ 
pected  by  the  River  Colne  at  Denham,  and  birds  w’ere  present  in 
June  at  Hounslow  Heath  and  Osterley  (ictn,  nhp). 

K  Bexley,  a  pair  was  seen  gathering  food  on  May  29  and  30  (khp). 
Eynsford,  one  pair  bred  (wib).  Horton  Kirby  Mill,  a  male  seen 
carrying  food  on  June  29  (wib).  Westerham,  one  pair  bred  (adb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  seen  with  four  young  on  July  18  (bpa). 
Burford,  one  pair  bred  (gmc).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  pair  probably  bred 
(hb).  Godstone,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  June  7;  a  second  pair 
probably  bred  (hb).  Mitcham,  Watermeads,  a  pair  present  on  June 
6  (gb).  Wimbledon  Common  and  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  frequented 
Beverley  Brook  during  the  breeding  season  (fwl,  hpm). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  present  from  April  to  June.  In  mid-May 
they  were  watched  collecting  food  on  several  occasions  (jrl,  hpm). 
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382(a)  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  was  reported  from  the  following  districts :  — 

E  Lea  Valley,  Romford,  the  Thames  marshes  and  Woodford  (mrc, 

RHF,  JLFP,  RS,  MDW). 

H  Moor  Mill,  Old  Parkbury  and  Watford  S.F.,  (mgr,  ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  Hounslow  Heath  and  Staines  Moor  (jfd,  ictn,  gls, 
ehw). 

K  Crayford,  Ruxley  G.P.,  and  the  Thames  marshes  (wib,  jfb,  fjh). 

S  -Beddington  S.F.,  Ham  G.P.,  and  Walton  G.P.,  (cjoh,  frm,  dp). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  (hpm,  aggt). 

Variant  Yellow  Wagtails. 

About  20  were  reported  in  April,  May  and  July,  some  of  which 
were  considered  to  he  Blue-headed  Wagtails  (Motacilla  f.  fiava)  by 
the  observers.  Most  birds,  however,  were  not  typical  of  that  race, 
and  tended  to  have  features  of  the  beema  type. 

383  Waxwing 

E  One  at  Upminster  on  Dec.  12  (rh). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Upminister,  one  on  Feb.  23  and  25  and  Mar.  16  and  17  (bh,  rs). 
M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  21  (dwt). 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  on  Mar  22  (khp).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Oct. 

21  (canp).  Slades  Green  Marsh,  one  on  Nov.  22  (wib). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Dec.  26  (adb).  Banstead  Heath,  one  on  Dec.  17 
(hb).  Mitcham  Common  and  Beddington  S.F.,  the  bird  reported 
at  the  end  of  1952  (L.B.B.,  17,  p.  34)  was  seen  on  several  occasions 
up  to  Feb.  45.  From  Nov.  2,  one  was  seen  on  many  occasions  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  Short  bursts  of  song  were  heard  in  January, 
and  in  November  and  December  (bpa,  afm  et  al.). 


386  Woodchat  Shrike 

S  Richmond  Park,  an  immature  from  Apr.  13  to  May  5  (ac,  edb,  bam 
et  al.;  see  B.B.,  XLVI,  p.  305). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

E  Four  pairs  known  to  have  bred  out  of  nine  pairs  located  at  Aveley, 
Brentwood,  Epping  Forest,  Fishers  Green,  Hainault  Forest,  Shen- 
field  (two  pairs),  South  Ockenden  and  Upminister  (seven  observers). 

H  Barnet  S.F.,  and  London  Colney,  one  pair  bred  at  each  (9LS,  ehw). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Ruislip,  four  pairs  bred  (cb,  bpp). 

S  Breeding  was  proved  at  the  following  localities:  Banstead  Heath 
(one  pair),  Chipstead  (one  pair),  Cobham  (one  pair),  Epsom  Com¬ 
mon  (two  pairs),  Fetcham  Downs  (one  pair),  Hinchley  Wood  (one 
pair),  Mitcham  Common  (two  pairs),  Purley  (one  pair),  Sanderstead 
(one  pair),  Tadworth  (two  pairs),  Walton  G.P.  (one  pair),  and 
Wimbledon  Common  (two  pairs). 
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391  Hawfinch 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  nest  found  on  Apr.  26  was  later  destroyed  (jlfp). 
Hainault  Forest,  a  pair  in  May  and  breeding  suspected  (mrc). 
Sewardstonebury,  a  pair  on  June  7  (jlfp).  South  Weald  Park,  two 
on  June  3  (rs). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Hampstead  Heath,  present 
during  the  breeding  season  (gt).  Ruislip,  one  pair  bred  (tlb,  bpp). 
Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred  (jch).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  or  two  seen  on  five  occasions  in  March  and  on  three 
occasions  in  June  (hch,  ehw). 

K  Hartford  Heath,  a  pair  seen  carrying  nesting  material  (khp). 
Forsters  Park,  S.E.6,  one  pair  bred  (jjg).  Holwood  Park,  one  pair 
bred  (jjg). 

S  Dulwich  Wood,  a  family  party  was  seen  on  several  dates  in  July 
(rhw).  Kew  Gardens,  two  pairs  nested,  one  successfully  (jwl,  frm). 
Richmond  Park,  a  pair  seen  on  May  17  (bam).  Wimbledon  Com¬ 
mon,  a  pair  seen  feeding  fully  fledged  young  on  May  26  and  June 
17  (bam,  hpm). 

393  Goldfinch 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  nested  (hch). 
Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  Battersea  Park  (jnar)  and 
St.  John’s  Wood  (hch). 

394  Siskin 

E  Hainault  Forest,  two  on  Mar.  29,  and  one  on  Apr.  17  (mrc,  mdw). 

H  Hertford,  seven  on  Apr.  16  and  c.  12  from  Dec.  26  to  the  end  of 
the  year  (rls). 

M  Uxbridge,  records  of  from  two  to  six  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  17 
to  Mar.  7,  and  c.  25  on  Feb.  8  (six  observers);  15  on  Dec.  28  (fhj). 

K  Beckenham,  parties  of  up  to  30  reported  on  several  dates  from  Feb. 
20  to  Apr.  3  (dep).  Bickley,  two  on  Mar.  17  (awb). 

S  Kingswood,  c.  100  with  Redpolls  on  Feb.  15  (afm).  From  two  to 
seven  were  recorded  on  several  dates  from  Mar.  8  to  Apr.  17  from 
Arbrook  Common,  Ashtead  Common,  Epsom  Common,  Selsdon  Bird 
Sanctuary,  and  Shirley  Park  (eight  observers). 

395  Linnet 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  present  in  unusually  large  num¬ 
bers  during  February  and  March,  with  a  maximum  of  c.  56  on 
Feb.  19.  About  40  stayed  until  mid-March,  falling  to  c.  30  by  the 
end  of  the  month.  Fewer  birds  were  present  in  April  and  none 
after  the  30th  until  the  end  of  the  breeding  season  (hch,  ehw). 

396  Twite 

M  Staines  Res.,  four  on  Feb.  2  and  23  (gwa,  rje,  hpm).  Satisfactory 
field  notes  have  been  received. 
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337  Redpoll 

All  records  are  given  for  Inner  London.  Lor  tlie  rest  of  the  Area 
breeding  season  records  only  are  published.. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  on  Apr.  3;  Kensington  Gardens, 
two  on  Apr,  22  (cel). 

K  Langley  Park  Golf  Course,  at  least  16  on  June  16  (afm).  Shoreham, 
a  male  singing  at  Well  Hill  on  May  19  (awb). 

S  Coulsdon,  two  juveniles  on  Aug.  6  (hb).  Oxshott  Heath,  seven  on 
-  June  30  (je).  Tadworth,  four  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season 
(hb). 

Inner  London :  Elephant  and  Castle,  one  flying  over  on  Nov  10 
(hpm). 

404  Crossbill 

The  hist  birds  of  the  1953  “invasion”  to  be  seen  in  the  London  Area 
were  12  at  Bickley,  Kent,  on  June  26.  There  were  records  from 
seven  localities  in  JuG'^  and,  thereafter,  from  one  or  two  places  in 
each  month  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  only  other  record  was  in 
February. 

M  Staines  Moor,  15  flying  south-west  on  July  25  (hpm). 

K  Bickley,  12  including  two  or  three  males  feeding  in  larches  on  June 
26  and  July  15  (fjh).  Bromley,  ten  in  pines  on  l)ec.  9  (abcr).  Wool¬ 
wich  Common,  a  male  on  July  27  (egr). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  c.  20  hying  over  on  July  13  (hb).  Kenley,  c.  10 
including  two  adult  males  on  Dec.  26  (whd).  Kingswood,  seven 
including  one  male  on  Feb.  15  (afm).  South  Norwood  Lake,  two 
hying  over,  calling,  on  Aug.  23  (rhw).  Richmond  Park,  one  hying 
south,  calling,  on  Oct.  3  (fwl).  Shirley,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  1,  two 
females  and  four  juveniles  on  Sept.  2,  and  two  juveniles  on  Sept.  3, 
fed  on  whitebeam  berries  (adb,  jac).  Tadworth,  six  on  July  15,  and 
twm  on  Aug.  31  and  Sept.  4,  were  seen  hying  over  (hb).  Weybridge, 
12  including  at  least  three  males  on  July  8  fed  in  scots  pines  and 
came  down  to  drink  at  a  lily  pool  (jbb),  Wimbledon  Common,  hve 
hying  west,  calling,  on  Nov.  14  (fhj,  hpm). 

T  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  including  two  adult  males  drinking  from  the 
reservoirs  on  July  28  (hpm). 

408  Brambling 

This  species  was  common  in  suitable  parts  of  the  Area  during  J anu- 
ary,  February  and  March,  and  a  few  remained  into  April,  A 
female  stayed  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  until  May  4.  Several  large  hocks 
vrere  seen,  details  of  which  are  given  below.  The  large  inhux  of 
Bramblings  on  the  East  Coast  in  October  does  not  appear  to  have 
reached  the  London  Area,  and  records  in  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year  are  of  small  numbers  with  the  exception  of  c.  200  at  Keston 
mentioned  below. 

E  Girling  Res.,  c.  100  in  the  hrst  week  of  February  (.td).  Harold  Wood 
c.  150  on  Feb.  21  (rbw). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  310  were  counted  on  Jan.  18  (whd,  ag)  ;  docks  of 
from  200  to  300  birds  were  seen  on  several  occasions  during  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  c.  150  were  still  present  on  Mar,  1  (many  observers), 
inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Nov.  20  (ehw). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  c.  100  on  Jan.  7  (khp).  Keston,  c.  200  roosting  in 
rhododendrons  with  Chaffinches  on  Dec.  12  (jjg), 

S  Barnes,  at  the  Ranelagh,  c.  100  on  Mar.  2  and  3,  and  c.  150  on 
Mar.  31  (abmm).  Epsom,  200-300  on  Feb.  15  (aww), 

409  Yeliowhammer 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Oct.  13  (ehw). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E  Rainham-Aveley,  c.  10  pairs  (ns).  Romford  S.F.,  three  pairs  (rs). 
Singing  males  were  located  at  Harold  Wood,  East  Horndon  and 
Great  Warley  (rfh).  Brentwood  S.F.,  one,  possibly  two,  on  July 
18  (rs). 

H  Five  singing  males  were  reported  at  Old  Parkbury  and  Shenleybury 
(rcI,  scl,  MGR,  ehw). 

M  Singing  males  were  found  by  hab  at  Harlington  (three),  Harmonds- 
worth  (two),  London  Airport  (six)  and  Sipson  (four). 

K  Singing  males  were  reported  from  Abbey  Wood  Marshes  (two), 
Bexley  (one),  Crayford  (two),  Dartford  Marshes  (tw'o).  Stone 
Marshes  (one),  and  others  were  present  in  the  Darent  Valley  from 
South  Darenth  to  Eynsford,  and  in  the  area  of  Green  Street  Green 
and  Longheld  (wib,  jfb,  khp). 

S  Limpsfield,  one  singing  on  May  25,  June  29  and  Aug.  27  (adb). 
Walton  G.P.,  one,  possibly  two,  pairs  present  (dp). 

415  Girl  Bunting 

E  Lippitshill,  a  male  on  Feb.  15  and  a  male  and  a  female  on  Apr.  3 
(rl). 

K  Crayford,  one  heard  on  May  14,  and  one  seen  on  July  3  (wib). 

[422  Lapland  Bunting 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Oct,  10  a  bird  flushed  by  ag  flew  up  to  c.  50 
feet  calling  “trip-ip-ip”  several  times  and  flew  away.  It  had  the 
typical  flight  and  shape  of  this  species,  ag  had  just  returned  from 
N.  Eire  where  he  had  seen  and  heard  Lapland  Buntings  daily.  He 
vms  confident  of  the  identification,  but  enclosed  the  record  in  square 
brackets  as  no  specific  field  characters  were  seen.] 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Outside  the  breeding  season,  flocks  of  over  100  were  seen  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  Stone  Marshes  and  Beddiiigton  S.F.,  and  c.  200  were 
seen  at  Romford  S.F.,  on  Feb.  7  (rs). 

E  Brentwood  S.F.,  three  to  four  pairs  (rbw).  Lea  Valley,  several 
pairs  bred  at  Sewardstone,  Gilwell  and  Sewardstonebury,  Nazeing, 
Waltham  Abbey,  and  Fisher’s  Green  (jlfp).  Roding  Valley,  c,  15 
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juveniles  in  June  (iiRC.  mdw).  Romford  S.F.,  a  strong  breeding 
colony,  but  numbers  difficult  to  count  (ns). 

H  Chesliunt  Marsh,  ten  pairs  bred  (bls).  Old  Rarkbury,  12  to  lo 
pairs  bred  (bls). 

M  Breeding  proved: — Cranford  Wood,  at  least  one  pair,  and  Harling- 
ton,  four  pairs  (hab)  ;  Hounslow  Heath,  at  least  four  pairs  (ictx)  : 
Longford,  at  least  one  pair  (hab)  ;  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  pair  (gls)  ; 
Stanwell,  one  pair  and  Stanwellmoor,  eight  pairs  (hab). 

K  Bred  at  Hartford  and  Stone  Marshes  (wib,  jfb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  40  to  50  pairs  bred  (bsai).  Mitcham  Common,  at 
least  two  pairs  bred  (bpa).  Ham,  one  pair  bred  (fem). 


Report  on  the  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory, 

1953. 


31st  October  1953,  the  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory — managed 


jointly  by  the  Kent  Ornithological  Society,  the  London  Natural 
History  Society  and  the  Hastings  Natural  History  Society — completed 
its  first  full  year  with  the  satisfactory  total  of  2,261  birds  ringed  of 
69  species  and  sub-species.  There  is  space  here  for  only  a  very  brief 
summary  of  the  year’s  activities,  but  a  full  report  has  been  published 
on  pp.  39-47  of  the  Kent  Bird  Be  port  for  1953  (on  sale  at  Ornithological 
Section  meetings,  or  price  2/6  from  Mr  G.  R.  Shannon,  Selborne, 
Cannongate  Road,  Hythe,  Kent). 

More  than  80  people,  including  many  L.N.H.S.  members,  visited 
the  Observatory  and  recorded  170  species  in  the  area,  including  Osprey, 
Dotterel,  Little  Gull,  Roseate  Tern,  Hoopoe,  Golden  Oriole  and  Great 
Grey  Shrike.  Among  the  birds  caught  and  ringed  were  a  Grey  Plover 
(which  was  recovered  nine  days  later  on  the  Cherbourg  peninsula), 
Woodcock,  Wryneck,  Hooded  Crow,  Ring  Ouzel,  Northern  Willow 
Warbler  and  Woodchat  Shrike.  But  although  the  occasional  rarity 
adds  spice  (and  more  spice  was  added  in  1954)  the  most  valuable  results 
are  likely  to  be  obtained  from  the  very  large  numbers  ringed  of  two 
species — 554  Whitethroats  and  462  Willow  Warblers.  Already  there 
have  been  several  season-to-season  re-traps  of  Whitethroats  and  one 
bird  caught  in  August  1952,  was  trapped  again  in  the  following  May 
and  for  the  third  time  in  the  next  autumn.  Other  interesting  recoveries 
have  been  Blackbirds  in  France  and  Sweden,  a  Song  Thrush  in  France, 
a  Spotted  Flycatcher  near  Cadiz  and  another,  in  the  breeding  season, 
at  Stornoway,  Isle  of  Lewis. 

The  Observatory  now  has  four  Heligoland  traps  as  well  as  a  number 
of  smaller  traps  of  varied  design.  During  1953,  the  Committee  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  renting  a  well-built  house  (complete  with  electric  light  and 
cooker)  which  provides  accommodation  for  observers  of  both  sexes. 
Botanists  and  entomologists,  as  well  as  ornithologists,  are  welcome  to 
visit  or  stay  at  the  Observatory  on  application  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 
H.  A.  R.  Cawkell,  6  Canute  Road,  Hastings,  Sussex. 


E.  R.  Parrixder. 
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Gull  Roosts  of  the  London  Area. 

By  R.  C.  Homes 

HE  recent  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  enquiry  into  the  extent 
of  inland  roosting  by  gulls  provided  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
make  the  first  attempt  at  assessing  the  total  gull  population  of  the 
London  Area  at  night.  This  is  quite  different  from  the  daytime  popula¬ 
tion,  as  in  the  west  some  gulls  come  in  from  outside  the  Area  to  the 
Thames  valley  roosts,  Avhile  all  along  the  Thames  downstream  from 
central  London  gidls  fly  eastwards  at  night  to  roost  in  the  more  open 
stretches  of  the  estuary.  In  Inner  London  there  is  an  area  of  overlap 
between  the  gulls  flying  east  and  west,  a  problem  which  has  not  yet 
been  studied  in  detail.  However,  the  object  of  this  paper  is  not  to 
discuss  flight-lines  but  to  present  an  estimate  of  the  roosting  population 
of  gulls  in  the  London  Area  on  a  few  datos  in  the  winters  of  1952-53  and 
1953-54. 

The  principal  roosts  are  shown  on  the  accompanying  table,  and  the 
only  other  notes  of  importance  are  as  follows :  — 

small  numbers  roosted,  maximum  300-400 
about  200  roosted 

gulls  collect  at  these  centres  and  a  few 
may  roost  on  occasions 

act  as  a  collecting  centre  for  some  of  the 
gulls  flying  up  the  Thames,  particularly 
the  greater  black-backed  gulls.  None 
appear  to  stay  the  night,  and  towards 
dusk  they  move  on  to  the  reservoirs 
further  west. 

If  the  figures  for  January  1953  are  taken  as  representative  of  the 
size  of  the  roosts  in  that  winter,  a  total  of  about  80,000  birds  is  reached 
on  the  basis  set  out  below  :  — 


Barn  Elms  reservoirs 

10,000 

Middle  figure  of  the  estimate 

Island  Barn  reservoir  ... 

11,000 

Littleton  reservoir  . 

17,500 

Staines  reservoirs  . 

4,000 

King  George  VI  reservoir 

2,800 

William  Girling  reservoir 

15,000 

In  the  questionnaire  observers 
were  not  asked  to  estimate  numbers 
over  10,000 

King  George  V  reservoir 

15,000 

as  above 

Molesey  reservoirs  . 

(includes  Chelsea,  Lam¬ 
beth  and  Walton) 

5,000 

Elstree  reservoir  . . 

Hartford  marshes  . 

Stockers  Lake  . 

Mogden  sewage  works  ... 

Isleworth  . 

Hampton  filter-beds  . 


80,300 
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Molesey  group  January  c.  5,000  Includes  about  350 

Greater  Black-backed 
Gulls 

Note. — Where  no  precise  date  is  given,  the  figures  were  obtained  in  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month. 
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Since  estimating  numbers  of  this  older  is  far  from  easy,  a  check  was 
made  in  early  1954  at  certain  of  the  roosts  with  the  following  results:  — 


16.1.54 

30.1.54 


16.2.54 


13.2.54 

10.1.54 


Barn  Elms  res.  18/20,000 

Littleton  res.  22,000 

William  Girling  res.  c.  5,000 

King  George  V  res,  30/35,000 

Molesey  group  3,400 


possibly  as  many  as  30,000 
60%  black-headed,  20%  com¬ 
mon  and  20%  herring  gulls 
80%  common  and  20%  herring 
gulls 

99%  black-headed  gulls 


The  counts  at  William  Girling  and  King  George  V  reservoirs  in  the  Lea 
valley  were  made  after  more  careful  preparatory  observation  than  in 
1953,  when  no  attempt  was  made  to  assess  numbers  over  10,000.  If  we 
assume  the  real  numbers  in  1953  to  have  been  roughly  comparable  with 
those  in  1954,  then  another  5-10,000  must  be  added  to  the  combined 
estimate  of  30,000  and  the  total  for  the  earlier  winter  becomes  85-90,000. 

In  1954  no  thorough  check  was  made  at  the  reservoirs  not  listed, 
though  at  Island  Barn  at  the  end  of  February  the  roost  was  thought  to 
be  smaller  than  in  the  previous  winter  at  the  same  time  of  year.  Making 
a  rough  allowance  for  the  reservoirs  not  checked  in  1954,  the  total 
numbers  would  appear  tO'  have  been  of  the  order  of  90,000  to  100,000. 
Only  for  Littleton  reservoir  is  there  any  previous  series  of  counts  and 
there  Hollom  (2)  found  that  numbers  were  at  times  approximately  twice 
as  great  as  in  1954 ;  the  difficulties  of  counting  such  large  numbers  are 
so  great,  however,  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  draw  any  conclusions 
until  a  much  larger  series  of  counts  is  available.  In  the  Lea  valley  the 
only  reference  to  the  size  of  the  roost  is  by  Glegg  (1)  who  stated  in  1934 
that  one  gathering  certainly  contained  six  thousand  birds  but  that  the 
flocks  at  times  were  said  to  be  very  much  larger. 

It  is  virtually  impossible  without  a  large  team  of  observers  stationed 
round  each  reservoir  to  assess  the  proportions  of  the  various  species 
using  the  roosts,  as  once  the  birds  are  on  the  water  they  are  too  crowded 
for  accurate  counting  and  failing  light  makes  the  task  even  more  diffi¬ 
cult.  It  can  only  be  said,  therefore,  that  the  figures  suggest  that  there 
may  have  been  10/15,000  common  gulls,  about  10,000  herring  gulls, 
possibly  500-1-  greater  black-backed  gulls  and  the  balance  black-headed 
gulls.  There  is  obviously  great  scope  for  a  more  thorough  study  of  this 
problem . 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  following  observers  for  help  in  obtaining  the 
moterial  for  this  paper: — Messrs.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne,  J.  F.  Burton, 
B.  J.  Evenden,  Miss  E.  M.  Goom,  Messrs.  H.  F.  Greenfield,  K.  P. 
Jones,  B.  Lowe,  R.  IT.  May,  D.  Parr,  J.  L.  F.  Parslow,  B.  A.  Richards, 
M.  G.  Ridpatli.  IT.  W.  Rudd,  B.  L.  Sage,  G.  A.  White. 


Peff.rences  . 

(1)  Glcsrs’,  W.  E.  (I9.3''i).  Tho  Birds  of  tfio  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs,  E.s.se.r  Nat., 
M  :  187. 

(91  TTollom.  P.  A,  D.  Tfir  Hnnfthooh  of  TtritUJ)  Ttirda.  Y  : 
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Census  of  Great  Crested  Grebes,  1953. 

'[%/f'EMBERS  of  the  Ornithological  Section  made  a  census  of  Great 
Crested  Grebes  (Podiceps  cristafvs)  in  the  Society’s  area  during 
the  early  part  of  June.  It  "was  the  eighth  annual  count  in  the  series 
comprising  a  ten-year  summer  sample  census,  organised  on  a  national 
basis  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  in  which  the  Section  is  co¬ 
operating. 

As  usual,  upwards  of  170  lakes,  reservoirs  and  gravel  pits  were 
visited  and  95  of  these  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  grebes.  The  number 
of  adult  birds  counted  was  627,  a  figure  much  higher  than  any  previous 
total  and  which  may  be  compared  with  that  of  482  for  1952,  or  the 
former  record  of  554  in  1950.  In  view  of  this  exceptionally  high  result 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  give  the  county  figures  for  this  season  in 
detail :  — 

Total  Adults,  1953. 

(Complete  counts.) 


Gravel  pits. 

Other  waters. 

Total. 

Bucks 

66 

3 

69 

Essex 

26 

113 

139 

Herts 

66 

46 

112 

Kent 

13 

— 

13 

Middlesex 

116 

87 

203 

Surrey 

18 

73 

91 

Grand  totals 

305 

322 

627 

There  were  four  new  occupations  of  some  note,  on  waters  not  hitherto 
included  in  the  list.  At  Troy  Mill  lake  near  Harefield  in  the  Colne 
valley  there  was  a  count  of  18  grebes,  and  the  recently  constructed 
William  Girling  reservoir  at  Chingford  held  9  non-breeders.  A  third  new 
occupation  was  within  five  miles  of  the  centre  of  London,  a  single  adult 
being  seen  on  the  small  lily-covered  pond  in  the  grounds  of  Ken  Wood 
at  Hampstead  late  in  May;  and,  in  addition.  Pains  Hill  Park,  Cobham, 
was  visited  for  the  first  time,  yielding  a  nesting  pair.  On  the  reverse 
side,  two  of  the  Middlesex  gravel  pits  were  found  to  have  been  filled 
in,  and  access  was  not  possible  to  Stain  Hill  and  Grand  Junction 
reservoirs  of  the  Kempton  Park  group. 

This  steep  rise  in  the  population  followed  two  summers  of  decline 
and  a  measure  of  the  reversed  trend  is  obtained  if  strict  comparison 
is  made  between  the  totals  for  1952  and  1953,  omitting  any  waters  which, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  were  not  visited  in  either  year  and  leaving 
out  those  newly  added  to  the  schedule  this  season.  These  adjusted 
figures  are  given  in  the  following  table  and  show  a  rise  of  nearly  17% 
in  the  grand  total,  as  follows:  — 


CENSUS  OF  GREAT  CRESTED  GREBES,  1953 
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Total  Adults. 

(Strictly  comparnble  figures.) 
(Gravel  pits  and  other  tenters  comhined.) 


1952  1953 

Bucks  ...  ...  30  31 

Essex  ...  ...  97  130 

Herts  ...  ...  78  86 

Kent  ...  ...  12  13 

Middlesex  ...  ...  129  202 

Surrey  ...  ...  125  89 


Grand  totals  ...  471  551 


The  very  noticeable  difference  between  the  actual  number  of  birds 
counted  for  Bucks  (69)  and  the  adiusted  figure  given  above  is  due  to  the 
absence  of  returns  in  1952  from  two  of  the  Wraysbury  series  of  gravel 
pits,  which  this  summer  had  a  combined  count  of  38.  It  will  be  seen 
that  there  was  an  increase  in  each  of  the  counties  except  Surrey,  where 
numbers  fell  by  28*8%  to  well  below  the  1951  level,  the  total  of  89 
being  less  than  half  that  of  neighbouring  Middlesex.  The  figures  for  the 
latter  county  rose  by  as  much  as  56%,  those  for  Essex  by  34%,  whilst 
Hertfordshire  and  Kent  had  lesser  increases. 

At  this  stage  it  is  not  proposed  to  consider  any  factors  which  may 
have  contributed  to  this  sudden  rise  in  the  summer  population  of  our 
area,  an  examination  of  the  fluctuation  in  strength  throughout  the 
period  under  review  being  postponed  until  the  final  report  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  ten-year  series. 

In  1953  fewer  birds  were  found  on  flooded  gravel  pits  than  on  ‘‘other 
waters”,  under  which  description  are  grouped  together  reservoirs,  lakes 
and  ponds,  the  comparative  numbers  being  305  and  322.  But  the 
gravel  pits  were  once  again  favoured  to  a  slightly  greater  extent  for 
breeding,  this  type  of  habitat  being  used  by  55  pairs  of  grebes,  out 
of  the  101  pairs  recorded  as  having  nested. 

However,  for  the  reasons  given  in  previous  reports  (ride  L.B.B..  12, 
p.  36,  and  13,  p.  15)  no  claim  to  any  great  accuracy  can  be  made,  and 
the  total  is  probably  well  below  the  true  assessment,  being  18  pairs  less 
than  were  observed  in  the  season  before  when  the  population  was  con¬ 
siderably  smaller. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  offered  to  the  following  observers  for  their 
help  in  carrying  out  the  census  in  the  field:  — 

H.  E.  Andrews,  E.  S.  Ashley,  L.  Baker,  T.  L.  Bartlett,  Miss  M.  E. 
Bennett,  H.  Bentham,  N.  B.  Britton,  Miss  S.  Coles,  K.  V.  Elphinstone, 
J.  Farrand,  D.  V.  Freshwater,  Miss  E.  M.  Goom,  Miss  N.  Goom,  Miss 
G.  Hains,  L.  F.  Harris,  Dr.  J.  M.  Harrison,  O.  H.  Hawes,  L.  G. 
Hemmings,  P.  A.  D.  Hollom,  F.  J.  Holroyde,  C.  F.  Jones,  K.  P.  Key- 
wood,  F.  E.  Mann,  W.  N.  Mitchell,  D.  Parr,  J.  Parslow  (per  H.  W. 
Eudd),  C.  H.  F.  Parsons,  S.  K.  Eeeves,  B.  A.  Eichards,  B.  L.  Sage, 
Miss  E.  Souter,  L.  O.  Teaman,  W.  G.  Vincent,  Prof.  E.  H.  Warming- 
ton,  C.  A.  White.  W.  D.  Melluish. 
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A  Comparative  Study  of  the  Birds  of  Two 
Stretches  of  the  Thames  in  Inner  London, 

1951-1953 

By  S.  Cramp  and  W.  G.  Teagle 


Introduction, 

The  last  sixty  or  seventy  years  have  seen  major  changes  in  the 
numbers  and  habits  ot  gulls  in  the  London  Area,  and  the  first  purpose 
of  this  enquiry  was  to  obtain  a  numerical  assessment  of  their  present 
status  on  certain  reaches  of  the  Thames  in  Inner  London,  to  show  the 
present  degree  of  their  success  in  invading  this  habitat,  and  to  serve 
as  an  accurate  basis  for  the  measurement  of  any  future  changes.  The 
second  object  was  to  study  the  seasonal  changes  which  take  place,  not 
only  in  the  gull  population,  but  in  the  numbers  of  other  birds  frequent¬ 
ing  the  river.  Some  attention  was  also  devoted  to  feeding  and  habits. 

Method. 

Two  stretches  of  the  Thames  in  Inner  London  were  chosen: — (1) 
between  Waterloo  Bridge  and  Blackfriars  Bridge  (referred  to  as  “Water¬ 
loo”  for  convenience),  and  (2)  between  Vauxhall  Bridge  and  Lambeth 
Bridge  (referred  to  as  “Lambeth”).  The  aim  was  to  count  all  birds 
on  these  two  stretches  once  each  w^eek  during  the  years  1951-3.  Gulls 
were  included  in  the  count  when  on  the  water  or  mud,  flying  over  the 
river,  and  when  perched  on  barges,  buoys,  embankment  walls,  bridges 
or  such  structures  as  piers  and  pump  buildings  rising  from  the  river 
Ducks,  swans,  grebes  and  coots  were  counted  if  on  the  water  or  the 
mud,  if  perched  on  river  structures,  or  if  in  flight  directly  over  the 
water.  Pigeons  and  passerine  birds  were  counted  only  if  on  the  mud 
or  river  craft. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  bird  populations  of  the  two 
stretches  differed  considerably.  These  differences  are  examined  later 
under  the  separate  species,  but  in  order  to  appreciate  them  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  discuss  the  topography  of  the  two  areas  studied. 

The  Study  Areas. 

1  Lamheth  (Vauxhall  'Bridge  to  Lamhetlx  Bridge). 

The  distance  between  the  two  bridges  is  approximately  850  yards. 
The  river  here  flows  roughly  south  to  north,  and  is  of  a  fairly  uniform 
width,  of  about  240  yards.  The  Albert  Embankment  extends  along  most 
of  the  Lambeth  bank,  facing  Millbank  and  the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens 
Extension  on  the  Westminster  side.  Buildings  and  yards  occupy  river¬ 
side  positions  on  both  banks  immediately  north  of  Vauxhall  Bridge,  the 
most  significant  buildings  being  the  Royal  Flour  Mills  on  the  Lambeth 
side.  Barges  sometimes  lie  up  here,  and  there  are  usually  barges  off 
Millbank.  The  most  prominent  river  structure  on  the  Lambeth  side  is 
the  River  Station  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 


STUDY  OF  TWO  STRETCHES  OF  THE  THAMES  A3 

Between  the  Fire  Station  and  Lambeth  Bridge  are  four  dock  en¬ 
trances.  Three  of  these  are  now  blind  watery  tunnels  under  Albert 
Embankment,  the  docks  having  disappeared,  but  the  fourth,  White 
Hart  Dock,  although  passing  under  the  roadway,  leads  to  an  isolated 
basin  at  the  Embankment  end  of  Black  Prince  Road.  At  Ioav  tide  the 
dry  basin  provides  access  to  the  beach. 

The  areas  exposed  by  the  tide  are  not  of  uniform  character.  Alost 
of  the  deposits  are  of  hard  shingle,  mixed  with  water-worn  brick  and 
other  fragments  of  building  material,  and  an  extensive  apron  of  pebbly 
beach  lies  adjacent  to  White  Hart  Dock.  Some  patches  of  the  shingle 
appear  to  be  reasonably  free  of  mud,  especially  near  the  west  abutment 
of  Lambeth  Bridge,  where  the  deposits  have  a  reddish  colour,  but  most 
of  the  areas  are  rather  muddy,  with  an  irregular  surface.  Numerous 
small,  shallow  pools  are  left  by  the  receding  tide.  Close  to  \  auxhall 
Bridge,  particularly  on  the  left  bank,  a  good  deal  of  discarded  lumber 
lies  in  profusion.  Off  the  Tate  Gallery  end  of  Millbank  and  along  much 
of  the  Albert  Embankment  shore  there  is  much  soft,  dark  grey  mud. 

Algae  grow  on  the  Embankment  walls  and  on  the  larger  stones  on 
the  beach;  the  mud  and  isolated  pools  are  often  coloured  red  by  masses 
of  brook  worms,  Tubifex  tuhifex. 

This  stretch  of  the  Thames  is  subject  to  a  fair  amount  of  human 
disturbance,  particularly  in  the  summer,  when  the  beaches  have  a  strong 
attraction  for  small  boys.  The  beaches  and  mud  flats  are  easily  over¬ 
looked  from  Albert  Embankment  and  from  the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens 
Extension.  Along  most  of  the  Millbank  stretch  the  wall  is  too  high 
for  the  presence  of  people  on  the  pavements  to  disturb  birds  on  the 
beach,  but  the  shore  is  often  invaded  by  children  using  the  stairs  near 
the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  Extension.  Children  also  avail  themselves 
of  the  passage  provided  by  White  Hart  Dock.  There  are  usually  men 
working  on  or  near  the  beach  by  the  flour  mills  and  parts  of  the  Millbank 
shore  are  often  frequented  by  men  “panning”  for  Tvlnfex  to  be  sold 
to  aquarists. 

People  often  feed  the  gulls  from  the  Albert  Embankment  and  from 
the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens,  and  less  frequently  from  the  bridges. 
Workmen  at  the  builder’s  jetty  at  Vauxhall  Bridge  also  feed  the  birds. 

2.  Waterloo  (Waterloo  Bridge  to  Blade  friars  Bridge). 

The  distance  between  Waterloo  and  Blackfriars  Bridges  is  some  950 
yards.  The  river,  flowing  almost  due  west  to  east,  narrows  from  about 
380  yards  at  Waterloo  to  some  280  yards  at  Blackfriars.  The  entire 
north  side  is  taken  up  by  the  Victoria  Embankment.  There  are  three 
piers  on  this  side,  and  several  ships  are  permanently  anchored.  Even 
at  the  lowest  tide  very  little  mud  is  exposed. 

In  complete  contrast,  the  southern  bank  is  almost  entirely  occupied 
by  industrial  buildings,  so  that,  except  for  a  small  portion  of  embank¬ 
ment  at  the  western  end  which  forms  part  of  the  South  Bank  Gardens, 
there  is  no  public  access  to  the  river.  At  low  tide  extensive  areas  are 
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unc'overed — a  long  strip  varying  in  width  from  45  to  80  yards,  mainly 
of  shingle,  with  soft  grey  mud  along  the  edge  of  the  water.  In  this  half 
of  the  river  barges  are  anchored,  rarely  less  than  six  and  often  a  dozen 
or  more.  There  are  several  wharves  and  jetties,  but  the  few  men  using 
them  appear  to  disturb  the  birds  little.  Tuhifex  occurs,  but  in  smaller 
quantities  than  at  Lambeth,  so  that  it  is  rarely  exploited.  Generally, 
therefore,  the  Waterloo  stretch  offers  the  gulls  at  low  tide  large  areas 
of  mud  and  shingle  where  they  can  rest  and  feed  with  little  fear  of 
disturbance,  and  there  are  anchored  barges  for  resting  at  high  tide. 
Lentil  early  1953  rubbish  was  loaded  into  barges  from  Lett’s  Wharf,  an 
open  wharf  near  the  southern  end  of  Waterloo  Bridge,  and  this  pro¬ 
vided  food  for  large  numbers  of  gulls  and  swans.  The  public  feed  the 
gulls  with  bread,  etc.,  from  both  bridges,  from  the  Victor  a  Embank¬ 
ment  and  from  the  South  Bank  terrace. 


Table  I.  iSfoxTHLY  Averages,  1951-3 — Gulls. 


Uocth 

Total 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

Counts 

G.B.B. 

L.B.B. 

Herring 

Consnon 

Black-headed 

Total 

Low 

Tide 

Total 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

'Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts: 

Low 

Tide 

(a.)  Waterloo. 

Jamary 

10 

8 

28.6 

31.1 

3.8 

4.0 

25.4 

26.6 

14.8 

15.1 

306 

336 

Febriiary 

8 

7 

20.9 

22.7 

1.2 

1.4 

53.9 

35.7 

16.9 

19.0 

432 

471 

March 

10 

9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.6 

2.2 

5.1 

5.5 

8.9 

9.3 

141 

139 

Ai^ril 

13 

9 

- 

- 

5.S 

7;3 

1.8 

2.2 

4*5 

5.0 

1 

2 

May 

12 

9 

1.6 

2.1 

•4.1 

5.3 

- 

- 

0.1 

0.1 

- 

- 

June 

11 

10 

- 

- 

7.5 

8.2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

July 

14. 

11 

1.4 

1.8 

20.2 

25.0 

- 

- 

0.1 

0.1 

2 

2 

August 

16 

11 

1.4 

2.0 

30.9 

30.9 

- 

- 

0.1 

0.1 

7 

8 

S^tenhor 

42 

8 

2.2 

2.7 

67.6 

66,8 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

14 

13 

Ootober 

8 

6 

5.9 

6.0 

50.6 

48.8 

1A 

1.8 

1.7 

2.0 

54 

58 

Noveaiber 

9 

9 

10.0 

10.0 

26.5 

26.9 

6.0 

6.0 

5.8 

5.8 

225 

225 

Deoea^ex 

9 

9 

19.9 

19.9 

5.5 

5.8 

21.9 

21.9 

10.6 

10.6 

588 

388 

Totals 

132 

106 

93.9 

I00.5 

227.0 

232.6 

95.7 

99.9 

63.7 

67.4 

1,571 

1,645 

(bi  Lambeth 

January 

14- 

9 

1.2 

1.7 

1«r4 

2.1 

5.4 

7.8 

28.6 

39.1 

375 

504 

February 

10 

6 

0.8 

1.0 

2.2 

2.7 

1.3 

2,2 

16.9 

22.3 

212 

280 

March 

13 

7 

0.5 

0.6 

3.8 

3.7 

0.5 

0.4 

18,0 

23.1 

79 

109 

April 

14 

7 

.. 

- 

5.9 

4.7 

0.1 

0.3 

7.1 

10.1 

4 

7 

May 

11 

5 

OA 

0.2 

3.7 

4.4 

0.5 

0.2 

4.8 

1 

•. 

June 

8 

7 

• 

8.0 

8.7 

- 

- 

0.1 

0.1 

1 

1 

July 

10 

• 

6.6 

7.7 

0.1 

0.1 

0.3 

0,4 

2 

2 

August 

13 

9 

0.1 

0.1 

21.4 

22,8 

0.1 

m 

0.2 

0.2 

3 

3 

Septesnber 

12 

7 

0.3 

0.1 

25.4 

35.6 

- 

m 

0,3 

0.4 

5 

5 

October 

11 

7 

1.1 

1.1 

20.6 

25.4 

0.2 

- 

2,3 

2,9 

53 

62 

Hot ember 

12 

8 

1.6 

2.1 

14,7 

16.8 

0.7 

1.1 

9.0 

12.2 

148 

191 

December 

12 

& 

lA- 

1.7 

6.6 

7.5 

1.0 

0.5 

10.6 

10.9 

232 

278 

Totals 

144' 

90 

7.2 

8.6 

120.3 

142.1 

9.9 

12.6 

97.6 

130.3 

1,115 

1M2 

Results. 

A  series  of  trial  counts  in  late  1950  showed  that  there  were  consider' 
able  fluctuations  in  the  numbers  of  gulls  found  on  both  stretches.  These 
fluctuations  were  caused  by  the  state  of  the  tide,  by  movements  of  birds 
along  the  river  for  feeding  or  resting,  and,  less  frequently,  by  spells 
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of  cold  weather.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  continue  the  counts  for 
three  years  to  provide  a  firm  basis  for  the  nieasurenient  of  future 
changes.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  form  of  monthly  averages  for 
the  two  stretches  in  Table  I  (Gulls)  and  Table  II  (Other  Species). 
Separate  averages  have  been  calculated  for  (a)  all  counts,  and  (b)  “low 
tide”  counts.  For  this  purpose  “low  tide”  counts  have  been  defined 
as  those  counts  where  one  quarter  or  more  of  the  mud  and  shingle  banks 
were  exposed,  thus  providing  resting  and  feeding  places  for  birds.  It 
will  be  seen  that  for  all  species  of  gull  and,  of  course,  for  pigeons  and 
passerines,  the  average  for  all  counts  is  below  that  for  low  tide  counts. 
This  does  not  apply  in  the  case  of  Mute  Swan  or  Mallard.  Only  a 
minority  of  counts  on  both  stretches  were  made  under  conditions  other 
than  those  prevailing  at  “low  tide”  so  that  results  are  too  few  for  the 

Table  II.  Monthly  Averages,  1951-3 — Other  Species. 


' 

Mute  Swan 

Feral  Pigeon 

Mallard 

Carrion  Cro« 

Holise 

Sparrow 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

All 

Counts 

Low 

Tide 

(a)  Waterloo. 

January 

53.1 

35.7 

9.6 

11.0 

0.6 

0.5 

0.8 

1.0 

- 

- 

February 

20.5 

21.7 

5.0 

3.0 

1.4 

1*6 

0. 6 

0.7 

• 

•• 

March 

7.9 

6.4- 

10.4 

9.6 

1.5 

1.7 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

April 

4.5 

4.1 

8.3 

3.9 

3.2 

2.9 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

May 

13.5 

15.1 

5.1 

6.4 

2.3 

2.3 

0.4 

0. 6 

-  ' 

- 

June 

21.9 

19.4 

7.4 

8.1 

0.7 

0.5 

- 

- 

0.1 

0.1 

July 

31.3 

27.5 

8.4 

10.7 

0.4 

0.2 

0.2 

0.3 

- 

August 

38.0 

36.7 

14.4 

15.6 

0.5 

0.6 

r 

- 

0. 6 

0.8 

September 

34.7 

29.4 

12.4 

18.6 

0.3 

0.5 

0.1 

0.2 

0. 6 

0.9 

October 

18.1 

19.2 

10.0 

12.8 

0.2 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

0.2 

November 

24.5 

24.5 

8. 4 

8.4 

0.3 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

December 

31.1 

31.1 

22.3 

22.3 

1.1 

1.1 

0.6 

0.6 

0.1 

0.1 

Totals 

279.1 

270.8 

121.9 

130.4 

12.5 

12.5 

3.1 

3.9 

1.8 

2.4 

(b)  Lambeth. 

January 

0.6 

1.0 

58.2 

9IU6 

- 

- 

0.6 

0.9 

- 

- 

February 

- 

- 

34.8 

43.5 

- 

- 

- 

•• 

• 

• 

March 

0.3 

0.6 

37.0 

45.4 

0.5 

0.7 

0.2 

0.3 

0.5 

1«0 

April 

0.6 

0.6 

14.7 

26.1 

1.7 

2.6 

0.6 

0.9 

0.1 

0.1 

May 

10.8 

19.2 

2.0 

2r8 

0.2 

- 

1.1 

u.  8 

June 

«• 

54.4 

63.5 

2.2 

2.3 

- 

- 

5.7 

6. 6 

July 

0.1 

0.2 

37. 8 

54.6 

0.1 

0.1 

- 

- 

0.4 

0.5 

August 

- 

- 

43.4 

86.8 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1.0 

1  •  5 

September 

- 

- 

46. 8 

80.3 

- 

•• 

Oo  0 

0.9 

October 

0.1 

- 

23.7 

33.9 

- 

— 

0.1 

0.1 

November 

0.8 

1.2 

33.5 

50.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.2 

0,2 

• 

December 

- 

- 

45.2 

60,1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0,1 

0.2 

0.3 

Totals 

2.5 

3.6 

440.3 

658.1 

6.7 

8.7 

2.0 

2.5 

9.6 

fs.7 

calculation  of  reliable  monthly  aveiages  for  such  counts.  The  seasonal 
t lends  for  all  species  are  similar  whether  the  averages  are  for  all 
counts  or  for  low  tide  counts  only,  but  for  the  assessment  of  future 
(‘haiiges  and  for  comiiarisons  between  the  two  areas  the  averages  for  the 
low  tide  counts  should  be  used.  These  averages  are  used  for  the 
graphical  illustrations  for  the  main  species  (Figs.  1-3).  Generally 


4G 


LUXD(JN  BIRD  UEPOET 


Speaking  the  seasonal  changes  in  nninbers  of'  the  main  species  differed 
I’emarkably  little  in  each  of  the  three  years ;  where  any  significant 
changes  Avere  noted  they  ai-e  mentioned  in  the  specific  accounts  which 
folic  A'. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  {Larus  muriiius). 

The  Great  Black-backed  Gull  is  now  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  the 
Thames  in  Inner  London,  and  the  counts  showed  that  it  occurred  from 
August  to  March  in  both  stretches,  though  it  was  always  more  numerous 
at  Waterloo  than  at  Lambeth.  As  many  as  57  Avere  counted  at  Waterloo 
on  two  occasions,  both  in  January,  whereas  at  Lambeth  numbers  neA*er 
exceeded  scA^en  and  the  species  Avas  often  absent  altogether.  Herring 
Gulls  and  Lesser  Black-backs  Avere  also  more  numerous  at  Waterloo,  and 
it  Avas  cA^idently  due  to  the  fact  that  this  stretch  Avas  less  subject  to 
human  interference  from  the  banks,  Avhilst  the  rubbish  barges  provided 
an  attractiA'e  food  supply  not  available  at  Lambeth. 


LAMBETH 


GT.  BLACK-BACK  LESSER  BLACK-BACK  HERRING  COMMON 

FIG.  1. 


At  Waterloo  the  Great  Black-backs  Avere  rarely  seen  Avithin  a  hundred 
yards  of  places  frequented  by  the  public,  although  they  did  scavenge 
in  the  rubbish  barges  at  Lett’s  Wharf,  AA'liere  men  were  often  Avorking. 
They  also  fed  along  the  tide-line  on  the  inaccessible  beaches  and  mud 
flats  of  the  right  bank,  picking  up  refuse  of  various  kinds;  on  tAvo 
occasions  dead  eels  Avere  being  eaten.  Little  feeding  was  done  on  the 
Lambeth  stretch;  the  feAV  birds  that  Avere  seen,  however,  were  usually 
on  the  mud  below  a  builder’s  jetty,  just  below  Vauxhall  Bridge,  a  spot 
where  food  waste  could  occasionally  be  picked  up.  Buoys,  some  yards 
from  the  Millbank  wall,  Avere  the  favourite  resting  places. 

Great  Black-backs  Avere  neA^er  seen  perching  on  buildings  on  either 
stretch  of  the  Thames;  indeed,  so  far  in  the  London  Area,  this  habit 
has  apparently  only  been  noticed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Billingsgate 
fishmarket. 
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Tlie  return  to  tlie  river  aiter  tlie  breed iiig  season  begins  in  August. 
Nuinbers  were  small,  even  at  Waterloo,  at  lirst,  but  here  they  began  to 
rise  steadily  from  October  onwards,  reacliing  a  peak  in  January.  The 
majority  of  the  early  arrivals  weie  adults  (or  near-adults)  but  the  num¬ 
bers  of  immature  birds  gradually  increased,  until  they  formed  30  to  40 
per  cent  of  the  total  during  the  period  November  to  January.  In 
February,  when  numbers  began  to  fall  again,  the  proportion  of  adults 
dropped  sharply  (to  about  30  per  cent),  until  by  March  almost  all  the 
remaining  birds  were  immature. 

The  Great  Black-back  was  the  last  of  the  live  gull  species  to  invade 
the  London  Area  in  numbers.  It  became  a  regular  visitor  from  the 
winter  of  1929-30  onwards,  and  during  the  last  ten  winters  it  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  increase  its  numbers  and  extend  its  range.  It  may  have 
reached  its  peak  along  the  Thames  in  Inner  London ;  the  totals  of  the 
monthly  averages  from  January  to  April  and  October  to  December  at 
Waterloo  were  80  in  1951,  61  in  1952  and  107  in  1953,  which  do  not 
establish  a  clear  trend.  Although  it  has  occurred  in  every  month  along 
the  river,  it  is  still  uncommon  from  April  to  June.  During  these  counts 
it  was  noted  in  this  period  only  in  May,  and  then,  on  both  stretches, 
in  1951  only. 

Lessee  Black-backed  Gull  (L.  fuscus). 

The  status  of  the  Lesser  Black-back  is  very  different.  It  is  most 
numerous  on  passage  in  late  summer  and  autumn ;  indeed,  from  early 
April  until  early  October,  i.e.  half  of  the  year,  it  is  now  the  gull  of  the 
river,  out-numbering  all  other  siDecies.  This  is  a  comparatively  recent 
development,  for  until  1925  there  were  fewer  than  tliirty  definite  records 
of  Lesser  Black-backs  for  the  whole  London  Area.  The  invasion  in  late 
summer  and  autumn  began  on  a  small  sc-ale  in  1925,  and  has  continued 
annually  since,  the  numbers  of  birds  rising  steadily,  while  their  feeding 
range  has  extended  from  the  Thames  to  many  other  parts  of  the  Area. 

In  the  first  two  months  of  the  years  1951-53  only  a  few  birds  were 
to  be  found  on  the  Lambeth  and  Waterloo  stretches  of  the  Thames, 
the  majority  being  adults.  In  March  numbers  began  to  rise  slightly, 
and  there  was  a  further  increase  in  April.  In  March  and  the  first  half 
of  April  70  per  cent  of  the  birds  were  adults;  in  the  latter  half  of  April 
this  had  dropped  to  40  per  cent.  The  few  birds  remaining  in  May  were 
all  immature.  The  spring  passage  was  much  smaller  than  the  autumn 
one,  and  occupied  a  much  shorter  period  of  time.  In  autumn  it  is 
probable  that  some  birds  linger  in  the  area  for  weeks,  whereas  obser¬ 
vation  in  other  years  suggests  that  spring  flocks  pass  straight  through, 
so  that  counts  made  at  w  eekly  intervals  may  result  in  an  under-estimate 
of  the  numbers  on  the  move.  Nevertheless,  when  full  allowance  is  made 
for  this,  it  is  clear  that  the  spring  passage  is  on  a  smaller  scale  than 
the  autumn  movement,  thus  agreeing  with  the  findings  of  Barnes  (1953) 
for  eastern  England  generally.  x4verage  numbers  in  June  at  Waterloo 
were  slightly  higher  than  those  in  April;  they  were  considerably  so  at 
Lambeth.  In  the  first  half  of  the  month  all  the  birds  were  immature. 


48 


LUNDU.N  BIKD  REPORT 


but  later  about  oiie-seveuth  were  adult,  suggesting  that  the  return  oi 
birds  which  had  perhaps  failed  to  breed  had  already  begun  only  a  few 
weeks  after  the  end  of  the  spring  inovement. 

In  July  numbers  rose  sharply  at  Waterloo  (though  there  was  a  slight 
fall  at  Lambeth),  and  thereafter  they  increased  steadily  in  both  areas. 
The  monthly  averages  show  a  definite  peak  for  both  stretches  in  Septeni- 
ber.  These  averages,  how’ever,  make  the  build-up  appear  more  legulai 
and  even  than  it  really  is.  There  w^ere  daily  (even  hourly)  fluctuations 
in  numbers,  and  the  highest  actual  counts  on  the  two  stretches  in  each 
year  w’ere  made  on  dates  occurring  between  mid-August  and  the  end 
of  September.  After  September  there  was  a  steady  falling-off  until, 
by  mid-December,  the  low"  wdnter  level  was  reached. 

The  vast  majority  of  birds  seen  on  autumn  passage  w'ere  adults,  the 
combined  percentage  for  the  two  stretches  rising  from  15  in  late  June, 
to  30  in  July,  61  in  the  hrst  half  of  August  and  76  in  the  second. 
There  was  a  slight  fall  in  September  to  72  per  cent,  but  in  October  89 
per  cent  were  adults,  and  in  November  91  per  cent.  The  nesting 
grounds  begin  to  be  deserted  in  early  July  and  aie  abandoned  by  the 
end  of  August  (Wither by  et  al.,  1938).  This  is  well  reflected  by  the  rise 
in  total  numbers  and  the  percentage  of  adults  on  the  Thames  during 
this  period.  On  both  stretches  numbers  w^ere  higher  in  early  December 
than  at  any  time  during  the  remaining  wunter  months,  suggesting  that 
some  passage  continues  as  late  as  this.  Between  December  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  the  percentage  of  adults  dropped  to  70,  but  the  numbers  are  too 
small  for  this  to  be  significant.  It  is,  of  course,  sometimes  impossible 
to  distinguish  between  juvenile  Lesser  Black-backs  and  some  ju^enile 
Herring  Gulls,  and  any  error  from  this  source  is  likely  to  be  greatest 
in  the  winter  months,  wLeii  both  species  are  present. 

The  habit  of  wintering  in  the  London  Area  appears  to  date  from 
1929-30,  and  up  to  1943  the  number  of  birds  reported  ranged  from  one 
to  six  (Fitter,  B.B.,  36:  163-4).  There  has  been  a  further  increase 
since,  though  the  total  of  birds  even  now  in  the  winter  months  is  not 

large. 

Generally,  for  this  species,  the  picture  for  the  two  stretches  is  re¬ 
markably  similar.  Smaller  numbers  occur  at  Lambeth,  but  the  diffei- 
ence  is  nothing  like  so  great  as  in  the  case  of  the  two  other  large  gulls 
(Great  Black-back  and  Herring).  This  is  probably  because  the  Lesser 
Black-back  shows  less  fear  of  man.  At  ^Vaterloo  it  was  the  only  one 
of  the  three  larger  gulls  that  regularly  ventured  into  the  over-looked 
northern  side  of  the  stretch.  Here  many  bathed  regularly  and  fed 
from  the  surface,  odd  birds  even  perching  on  the  anchored  ships  and 
on  the  piers  with  Black-headed  Gulls.  They  perched  freely  on  the 
barges  off  Millbank  during  the  winter  months,  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
during  autumn  passage,  but,  wLilst  a  few  fed  at  all  times  of  the  year 
on  the  mud  and  gravel  banks  off  the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  Extension 
and  by  Vauxhall  Bridge  where  they  could  be  easily  overlooked  by  the 
public,  most  of  the  birds  on  passage  tended  to  choose  the  banks  beside 
Millbank  for  resting.  Here  the  Embankment  wall  is  too  high  for  any- 
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one  of  normal  height  to  see  over  in  comfort.  The  appearance  of  an 
observer’s  head  over  this  wall  was  sufficient  to  send  a  hock  of  Lesser 
Black-backs  hying  out  over  the  water.  In  most  months  the  proportion 
of  juveniles  was  lower  on  the  Lambeth  stretch  than  at  Waterloo,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  they  are  less  ready  to  brave  the  more  exposed  conditions 
than  the  adults. 

Like  the  Black-headed  Gull,  the  Lesser  Black-back  exploits  most  of 
the  food  sources  along  the  river — searching  the  tide-line,  picking  scraps 
from  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  squabbling  in  the  rubbish  barges. 
In  contrast  to  the  Lesser  Black-backs  that  follow  the  steamers  on  the 
Clyde,  they  rarely  take  bread  from  the  public,  and,  up  to  the  present, 
relatively  few  have  been  reported  in  Inner  London  away  from  the  river. 
Yet  in  Glasgow,  for  instance,  they  are  common  in  some  parks  and  they 
frequent  railway  sidings. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  keep  a  complete  record  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  Scandinavian  form  {L.  f.  fuscus),  as  distance  (especially  at 
Waterloo)  and  conditions  of  light  in  the  winter  months  made  this 
impossible.'  Undoubted  examples  of  this  race  were  observed,  mainly 
between  September  and  November  with  odd  birds  in  December,  January 
and  March. 

Herring  Gull  (L.  argentatus). 

The  Herring  Gull  is  mainly  a  winter  visitor  to  these  two  stretches 
of  the  Thames.  At  Waterloo  it  occurred  only  between  September  and 
April,  but  at  Lambeth,  where  numbers  were  always  much  smaller,  there 
were  records  of  odd  birds  seen  in  every  month  except  June  and  Sep¬ 
tember  (though  December,  January  and  February  were  the  only  months 
in  which  the  species  occurred  there  in  all  three  years).  Peak  numbers 
were  noted  in  February  at  Waterloo  and  in  January  at  Lambeth. 

Although  small  numbers  of  Herring  Gulls  have  been  reported  regu¬ 
larly  from  the  London  Area  since  at  least  the  early  years  of  the  century, 
and  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  the 
species  is  still  only  a  little  more  numerous  than  the  Great  Black-back 
on  the  Waterloo  and  Lambeth  stretches  of  the  Thames.  In  view  of  its 
tameness  in  some  British  seaside  towns  and  in  the  centre  of  cities  such 
as  Glasgow  and  Dublin,  it  is  also  remarkable  that  it  is  still  so  shy  in 
Central  London.  At  Waterloo  it  confines  itself  to  the  southern  side 
of  the  stretch,  keeping  man  at  a  distance,  while  it  is  much  less  frequent 
on  the  more  disturbed  Lambeth  stretch. 

Herring  Gulls  only  occasionally  perch  on  buildings  in  London,  and 
although  they  visit  the  parks  in  small  numbers  they  do  not  often  take 
food  from  the  visitors.  Yet  in  Dublin  parks  they  join  with  the  ducks 
in  the  scramble  for  bread,  and  in  Glasgow  dive  for  food  thrown  from 
windows,  as  the  Black-heads  do  in  London.  In  coastal  towns  they  will 
take  food  from  the  hand  (e.g.  at  Llandudno),  perch  regularly  on  roof¬ 
tops,  and  in  Devon,  Kent,  and  East  Fife  they  have  even  nested  on 
buildings  (Witherby  et  al.,  1938;  Harrison,  1953;  Eggeling,  1953).  At 
Waterloo  and  Lambeth  they  were  found  feeding  mainly  along  the 
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water’s  edge,  and  were  seen  “treading”  the  mud  at  Vauxhall  to  bring 
animal  food  to  the  surface.  At  Waterloo  the}’  also  scavenged  in  the 
rubbish  barges. 

Common  Gull  (L.  canus). 

The  Common  Gull  is  also  chiefly  a  winter  visitor  to  the  Thames.  In 
1951-3  the  main  arrival  began  in  the  second  half  of  October,  and  num¬ 
bers  increased  until  a  peak  was  reached  at  J^ambeth  in  January,  and 
at  Waterloo  in  February.  During  the  winter  months,  although  it  was 
the  second  commonest  gull  at  Lambeth,  the  normal  population  did  not 
usually  exceed  30  and  was  often  below  20.  The  species  became  noticeably 
more  abundant,  however,  after  periods  of  severe  frost;  there  were  81 
present  on  23rd  January  1953,  and  on  7th  January  1953  over  130. 

In  early  March,  on  both  stretches,  numbers  diminished,  but  a  sharp 
rise  was  noted  in  the  second  half  of  March.  Dehnite  down-river  passage 
movements  were  sometimes  witnessed.  The  passage  continued  at  a 
reduced  rate  into  early  April,  and  a  further  wave  of  migrants,  mostly 
immature  birds,  was  noted  at  Lambeth  in  May  1953,  and  to  a  smaller 
extent  in  May  1951.  (A  fairly  heavy  passage  was  also  noted  at  Lam¬ 
beth  on  15th  and  16th  May  1950).  From  June  to  September  only  odd 
birds  were  seen. 

The  Common  Gull  ivas  much  more  numerous  at  Lambeth  than  at 
Waterloo.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  clear,  but  it  may  be  because  there 
is  little  competition  from  the  larger  gulls  at  Lambeth  during  the  winter 
months. 

At  Waterloo  the  Common  Gulls  fed  from  the  rubbish  barges,  along 
the  tide-line  and  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  At  Lambeth  they 
seemed  to  obtain  most  of  their  food  from  the  areas  exposed  at  low  tide, 
and  were  often  seen  below  Vauxhall  Bridge  “treading”  in  the  shallow 
pools.  Sometimes  the  birds  employed  this  type  of  food-getting  behaviour 
along  stretches  of  mud  flushed  pink  with  Tuhifex,  but  the  food  that  was 
taken  in  the  bill  was  not  identifiable.  Once  a  bird,  feeding  at  the 
water’s  edge,  appeared  to  be  swallowing  lumps  of  mud !  In  the  parks 
Common  Gulls  obtain  a  fair  amount  of  their  food  by  making  piratical 
attacks  on  Black-headed  Gulls  which  have  taken  scraps  too  large  to 
be  swallowed  in  one  piece.  Mallard  are  also  victimised,  and  the  gulls 
also  worry  members  of  their  own  species.  These  “skua  tactics”  were 
observed  at  Waterloo,  but  very  rarely  at  Lambeth.  At  the  latter 
locality,  however,  large  scraps  of  food  were  not  so  easily  come  by,  as 
there  were  no  rubbish  barges  to  provide  them.  Common  Gulls  were  not 
usually  attendant  upon  the  flocks  of  Black-headed  Gulls  which  solicited 
for  scraps  off  the  Albert  Embankment  and  the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens 
Extension.  They  would  take  food  thrown  to  them  by  the  public,  but 
although  they  showed  less  fear  of  man  than  the  larger  species,  they 
never  exhibited  the  boldness  of  approach  of  the  Common  Gulls  seen  in 
Goteborg  by  one  of  us  in  1952.  There  they  came  walking  under  the 
trees  in  search  of  scraps  like  park  Mallard,  and  circled  expectantly 
around  hot  dog  stands ! 
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Next  to  the  Black-headecl  Gull  the  Common  Gull  is  tlie  least  fastidious 
in  its  perching  habits  of  the  species  frecpienting  the  two  stretches  of 
river,  using  barges  and  most  riverine  structures,  whilst  on  7th  December 
1953,  one  was  seen  for  the  first  time  resting  on  one  of  the  lamp  standards 
on  Vauxhall  Bridge — a  popular  perch  for  Black-heads.  No  Common  Gulls, 
however,  have  been  seen  alighting  on  the  roofs  of  any  of  the  buildings 
flanking  the  Waterloo  and  Lambeth  stretches.  The  species  does  adopt 
rooftop  perches  at  Billingsgate  and  even  in  some  of  the  London  suburbs, 
whilst  it  is  a  common  habit  in  Edinburgh  and  a  number  of  Swedish 
towns. 


WATERLOO  LAMBETH 

BLACK'HEADED  GULL 

FIG  2. 


Black-headed  Gull  (L.  ridihundus) . 

The  results  of  the  1951-3  counts  show  that  Black-headed  Gulls  are 
liable  to  be  seen  on  both  reaches  at  any  time  of  the  year,  but  are 
scarce  during  the  months  April  to  July,  birds  of  the  year  being  first 
noticed  at  the  end  of  this  period.  The  species  occurs  regularly  through¬ 
out  August  and  September,  but  it  is  not  until  mid  or  late  October  that 
numbers  show  a  significant  increase.  The  rise  in  population  is  sudden, 
and  remarkable  for  the  fact  that  the  “new”  gulls  show  a  difference  in 
habits  from  those  which  have  arrived  earlier.  They  perch  freely  on 
the  riverside  buildings,  on  embankment  walls,  on  the  craft  moored  in 
the  river,  on  the  Fire  Brigade  buildings  and  on  the  lamp-standards 
on  the  bridges.  They  patrol  the  windows  of  nearby  offices  in  the  hope 
of  getting  something  to  eat,  often  alighting  on  the  window  sills.  They 
occasionally  come  down  to  feed  with  the  pigeons  in  the  quiet  streets 
near  the  river,  and  they  take  bread  from  the  hands  of  those  who  come 
to  feed  them. 

The  arrival  of  these  “bolder”  gulls  has  also  been  noticed  by  the 
writers  in  other  parts  of  Central  London,  often  in  places  as  far  away 
from  water  as  Piccadilly  Circus,  the  British  Museum  and  South  Ken¬ 
sington.  Their  behaviour  is  not  conditioned  by  the  weather,  although 
in  1953  their  somewhat  later  and  more  gradual  arrival  may  have  been 
due  to  an  abnormally  mild  spell. 


52 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


In  July,  1952,  one  of  us  (W.G.T.)  noted  Black-headed  Gulls  in  breed¬ 
ing  plumage  frequenting  the  streets  and  buildings  in  Norrkoping  and 
Uppsala  in  Sweden,  in  much  the  same  way  as  they  do  in  London  in 
winter.  In  Norrkoping  they  seemed  to  be  very  much  at  home  in  urban 
surroundings,  perching  on  the  street  signs  and  catching  scraps  thrown 
to  them  from  the  windows  of  the  flats.  P.  A.  D.  Hollom  (in  lift.)  tells 
us  that  in  Helsinki  on  13th  June  1953  he  saw  an  adult  Black-head, 
‘‘on  a  food-searching  cruise”  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  settle  for  a  few 
moments  in  the  main  street  to  pick  up  something  from  the  roadway — 
despite  the  presence  of  traffic  and  pedestrians. 

The  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  by  T.  L.  Bartlett 
and  others  show  that  many  of  the  birds  spending  the  winter  in  London 
breed  on  the  Continent,  particularly  in  the  Baltic  area.  One  is  there¬ 
fore  tempted  to  suggest  that  these  gulls  which  show  a  greater  tolerance 
of  man  are  of  Continental  origin. 

Numbers  continue  to  rise  in  November  and  December,  and  the 
peak  is  reached  in  January  or  February.  These  winter  numbers  may 
be  markedly  affected  by  cold  weather ;  thus,  after  frosts,  counts  of 
between  500  and  660  were  made  at  Lambeth,  compared  with  a  normal 
low-tide  figure  of  250  or  so  at  this  season.  During  March  there  is  a 
rapid  fall  in  numbers,  most  of  the  birds  leaving  for  their  breeding 
grounds  in  the  first  two  weeks,  and  by  April  only  odd  birds,  usually 
immatures,  are  to  be  seen. 

Although  relying  to  a  certain  extent  ^on  the  scraps  of  food  provided 
by  members  of  the  public,  the  Black-headed  Gulls  frequenting  the 
Lambeth  stretch  appear  to  take  much  of  their  food  from  the  exposed 
mud  and  beach.  Unlike  the  birds  studied  by  Crook  (1953)  on  Southamp¬ 
ton  Water  they  seem  to  have  a  preference  for  the  areas  of  gravelly 
mud.  This  may  be  because  the  places  where  people  come  to  feed  the 
birds,  e.g.  the  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  Extension,  overlook  mud-shingle 
banks,  but  the  birds  do  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  “picking  about”  for 
food  over  these  areas,  especially  at  the  water’s  edge  and  in  the  shallow 
pools.  Smaller  numbers  occur  on  the  expanses  of  soft  mud.  Edible 
obiects,  presumably  animal  matter,  are  lifted  from  the  mud  with  the 
bill  and  sometimes  the  birds  disturb  mud  organisms  with  the  feet.  As 
with  the  other  species,  it  was  often  impossible  to  determine  the  true 
nature  of  their  food,  but,  like  the  Common  Gull,  they  have  been  some¬ 
times  noticed  feeding  over  the  Tvhifex  patches. 

Food  is  also  obtained  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  parties 
may  be  seen  flying  low  over  the  river,  against  the  direction  of  the  tide, 
and  occasionally  dipping  to  snatch  at  surface  objects.  Birds  also  alight 
on  the  water  to  feed. 

On  the  whole  there  was  little  difference  in  the  numbers  of  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  on  the  two  stretches.  Peak  numbers,  however,  were 
found  in  January  at  Lambeth  and  in  February  at  Waterloo  as  in  the 
case  of  both  the  Herring  and  Common  Gulls;  the  coincidence  is  strik¬ 
ing,  but  we  are  unable  to  suggest  any  explanation.  Also,  the  numbers 
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of  Black-headed  Gulls  at  Waterloo  in  August  and  September,  though 
small,  were  much  greater  than  at  Lambeth,  and  this  is  probably  be¬ 
cause,  as  described  earlier,  the  birds  are  at  this  time  more  shy  and 
prefer  the  less  disturbed  beaches. 

High  water  resting  places  (see  Crook,  1953)  used  during  the  day 
were  only  observed  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months  when  the 
birds  showing  a  greater  tolerance  of  man  were  present.  The  birds  used 
the  barges.  Fire  Brigade  pump  buildings  and  the  piling  upon  which 
these  buildings  are  situated,  and  the  roofs  of  riverside  buildings.  These 
resting  places  were  avoided  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year,  when 
Black-heads  seen  at  high  tide  were  usually  in  flight.  The  birds  rest  on 
the  mud  and  shingle  at  all  times. 


Changes  since  1931-2. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  in  the  preceding  accounts  of  the 
important  changes  which  have  taken  place,  mainly  in  the  last  25  years, 
in  the  status  of  the  larger  gulls.  These  changes  are  vividly  illustrated 
by  a  series  of  counts  made  by  P.  A.  H.  Hollom  from  London  Bridge 
between  July  1931  and  September  1932.  The  counts  were  usually  made 
three  times  a  week,  so  that  the  total  number  (155)  is  sufficient  to  pro¬ 
vide  reliable  averages.  A  stretch  approximately  150  yards  long  was 
covered  on  each  side  of  the  Bridge. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  Hollom’s  counts  is  that  he  recorded 
the  Great  Black-back  only  three  times,  in  January  and  February.  The 
Herring  Gull  also  was  present  in  very  small  numbers.  Tt  occurred  only 
between  November  and  April,  and  except  in  January  and  February 
(with  averages  of  2-9  and  1*0  respectively)  there  were  never  more  than 
two  present  on  any  one  count.  Lesser  Black-backs  were  seen  in  all 
months  except  December,  February  and  March,  mostly  in  small  num¬ 
bers.  The  averages  for  the  peak  of  the  autumn  migration  (5*0  and  0-7 
for  July.  5*2  and  1*0  for  August,  and  4-7  for  September)  are  much 
smaller  than  those  obtained  on  the  1951-3  counts  at  Lambeth  and 
Waterloo.  Common  Gulls  were  present  from  late  September  to  early 
May,  averaging  three  birds  per  count  in  the  winter  months,  and  rising 
to  an  average  of  5-9  in  February,  10*6  in  March  and  5-4  in  April, 
whereas  in  the  1951-3  counts,  not  only  were  the  totals  higher,  but  tbe 
winter  numbers  were  much  above  those  for  the  spring  passage.  Only 
in  the  case  of  the  Black-headed  Gull  were  numbers  found  comparable 
with  present-dav  figures,  with  averages  of  197  in  December,  198  in 
January  and  138  in  February.  The  1951-3  averages  for  Lambeth  and 
Waterloo  are  again  much  higher,  but  the  difference  is  less  than  with 
other  species,  and  it  would  be  worth  repeating  the  counts  at  London 
Bridge  to  confirm  whether  an  increase  of  this  species  has  taken  place 
there  in  the  last  25  years. 
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Other  Regular  Species. 

Mute  Swan  (Cygnus  olor). 

The  Mute  Swan  is  a  familiar  bird  of  the  Thames  in  Inner  Tendon, 
but  its  distribution  is  most  uneven.  Along  stretches,  such  as  that  at 
Waterloo,  where  it  can  rest  free  from  disturbance  on  the  hards,  and 
where  food  is  plentiful,  it  occurs  in  considerable  numbers.  (It  was,  in 
fact,  the  most  numerous  species  there  after  the  Blach-headed  Gull). 
Where  such  conditions  are  lacking,  as  at  Lambeth,  it  is  far  from  com¬ 
mon.  At  Waterloo  the  swans  usually  fed  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  either  below  the  Thameside  Restaurant  on  the  South  Bank  or 
near  Lett’s  AVharf.  The  rubbish  barges  ceased  to  be  loaded  from  the 
open  jetty  here  early  in  1953,  but  counts  later  in  this  year  showed  no 
diminution  in  numbers.  To  some  extent  the  loss  of  this  food  supply 
may  have  been  compensated  by  that  obtained  from  the  restaurant  and 
adjoining  terraces.  Alost  of  tlie  swans  seen  at  Waterloo  Avere  not  feed¬ 
ing,  howeA’er,  but  resting  or  preening  on  the  extensive  stretches  of 
shingle. 

At  Waterloo  numbers  Avere  liigh  in  the  Avinter  months,  and  fell  off 
sharply  in  March  and  April,  AAuth  the  onset  of  the  breeding  season. 
They  increased  steadily  from  Alaj"  onAAmrds,  reaching  a  peak  in  August. 
The  slight  fall  betAveen  September  and  October  may  not  be  significant, 
as  the  numbers  fluctuated  greatly,  and  more  extensiA'e  counts  would  be 
necessary  to  establish  a  clear  trend. 


MUTE  SWAN 


•FIG.  3. 


FERAL  PIGEON 


Feral  Pigeon  {Columha  livia). 

The  number  of  feral  pigeons  fluctuated  more  violently  than  those  of 
other  species,  and  a  much  larger  series  of  counts  Avould  be  necessaiy  to 
proA'ide  accurate  averages.  Generally,  on  both  stretches,  numbeis  weie 
loAA'  in  spring,  Avhen  nesting  Avas  at  its  height,  and  they  rose  fairly 
steadily  until  the  early  autumn,  when  young  birds  Avould  probably  be 
most  numerous.  The  fluctuations  during  the  Avinter  months  are  more 
difficult  to  understand,  especially  the  absolute  peaks  in  December  at 
Waterloo  and  in  January  at  Lambeth.  They  may  reflect  a  shortage  of 
food  elsewhere  (e.g.  bread  from  the  public)  in  the  depths  of  Avinter,  but 
speculation  would  be  rash  without  further  enquiry. 
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Just  as  the  wild  Uock  Doves  forage  on  the  beach  for  molluscs  and 
sea-weeds  (Witherby  et  at.,  1938),  so  in  Inner  London  flocks  of  feral 
pigeons  search  for  food  on  the  shingle  banks  left  by  receding  tide. 
Drain  undoubtedly  forms  part  of  their  diet  and  it  can  scarcely  be  a 
coincidence  that  the  birds  were  alwa3’s  more  numerous  on  the  Lambeth 
stretch,  ojyerlooked  bj^  Brown’s  Rojml  Flour  Mills  and  very  close  to 
the  Imperial  Mills  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  above  Vauxhall  Bridge. 
TlieY’  also  fed  on  barges  moored  off  Brown’s  wharf.  On  21st  February, 
1951,  a  flock  of  over  80  was  watched  on  one  of  these  barges,  and  despite 
the  fact  that  the^^  were  continuallj^  disturbed  by  a  man  on  the  deck, 
the3"  kept  returning  to  feed.  At  Waterloo  birds  were  also  seen  feeding 
on  barges  anchored  in  midstream.  Some  of  the  pigeons  seen  picking 
about  on  the  shingle  are  no  doubt  in  search  of  grit,  but  there  is  also 
tlie  possibility  that  algal  growths  are  taken. 

Pigeons  bathed  freely  in  the  pools  left  by  the  tide,  and  were  often 
seen  standing  with  the  water  touching  their  bellies,  along  the  edge  of 
the  shingle.  They  nested  under  both  bridges  on  the  Lambeth  stretch, 
and  probablj^  under  Blackfriars  Bridge. 

iNI ALLARD  (Anas  platyrhychos). 

Mallard  were  rather  more  common  at  Waterloo  than  at  Lambeth, 
thougli  numbers  were  never  large.  At  Waterloo  they  were  most  frequent 
from  February  to  May,  but  some  were  seen  in  every  month,  while  at 
Lambeth  they  were  largely  confined  to  the  period,  March  to  June.  It 
is  perhaps  significant  that  it  is  from  March  onwards  that  Mallard  begin 
to  appear  in  parts  of  Inner  London  well  away  from  the  park  lakes. 
Pairs  are  encountered  in  the  middle  of  the  Green  Park,  on  the  bombed 
sites  and  in  such  odd  places  as  the  lawns  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster, 
and  Grosvenor  Gardens,  S.W.l.  Mallard  do  manage  to  nest  on  the 
Thames  in  Inner  London,  but  hatching  and  rearing  success  cannot 
be  very  great.  Fitter  (1949)  mentions  a  bird  which  nested  “on  a  decayed 
raft”  near  Lambeth  Bridge  and  another  which  nested  “among  the 
timbers  of  the  temporary  Waterloo  Bridge”.  In  1953  we  were  told  by 
one  of  the  firemen  on  the  Lambeth  River  Station  that  eggs  were  some¬ 
times  taken  from  nests  built  inside  the  old  dock  outlets  near  Lambeth 
Bridge,  and  on  13th  May  1953,  one  of  us  saw  a  duck  alight  on  one  of 
the  boats  anchored  by  the  bridge,  and  disappear  under  the  wheelhouse. 
In  April,  1954,  W.  H.  Punter,  the  Birdkeeper  in  St.  James’s  Park  was 
called  upon  to  rescue  four  eggs  found  on  a  barge  that  was  being  broken 
up  off  the  1951  Festival  site.  Ducklings  were  seen  on  the  Lambeth 
stretch  in  1953  and  near  Waterloo  Bridge  in  1952. 

The  ducks  feed  mainly  along  the  tide-line,  and  at  Lambeth  they 
show  no  special  liking  for  the  vicinity  of  the  flour  mills. 

Carrion  Crow  (Corvus  corone) 

Crows  were  less  numerous  and  more  ei-ratic  visitors  to  both  stretches, 
tending  to  be  more  frequent  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  They 
hunted  for  scraps  along  the  tide-line  and  often  perched  on  the  barges 
moored  in  midstream. 
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House  Sparrow  {Falser  do/neaticus). 

Sparrows  resorted  to  the  river  surprisingly  little,  considering  their  - 
numbers  in  the  adjoining  areas  and  the  tact  tiiat  they  are  by  no  meaiib 
averse  to  foraging  on  beaches.  They  were  most  often  recorded  at  Lam¬ 
beth,  though  some  may  have  been  missed  at  Waterloo  on  those  areas 
most  distant  from  observation  points.  June  was  the  only  month  when 
fairly  large  numbers  occurred  at  Lambeth,  although  there  were  inter¬ 
mittent  records  from  March  to  September.  At  Waterloo  August  and 
September  were  the  only  months  in  which  more  than  odd  birds  were 
present.  It  is  probable  that  the  birds  may  find  some  insect  food  on  the 
mud  or  gravel.  Those  observed  at  Lambeth  seemed  to  be  searching  for 
it  during  June,  when  most  of  them  had  nestlings  to  feed.  No  hocks 
were  noted  on  the  hards  near  Brown’s  hour  mills,  but  isolated  birds 
could  well  have  been  overlooked  as  observations  of  this  area  were  made 
from  Vauxhall  Bridge. 

Occasional  Visitors. 

Eleven  other  species  were  noted  during  the  counts,  the  most  fre¬ 
quent  being  the  Tufted  Duck  {Aythya  fuligula).  This  was  still,  how¬ 
ever,  a  very  occasional  visitor,  although  it  may  occur  in  numbers  dur¬ 
ing  cold  weather,  when  its  freshwater  haunts  are  frozen.  Thus  on  10th 
December  1952,  after  an  early  cold  spell,  64  Tufted  were  seen  at  Water¬ 
loo  with  16  Pochard,  6  Mallard  and  a  Coot.  On  the  12th  there  were 
only  seven  Tufted  and  three  Pochard,  and  there  were  none  thereafter. 
Both  Tufted  and  Pochard  were  diving  frequently,  though  it  is  not 
known  what  food  they  could  find.  Apart  from  this  invasion,  Tufted 
were  seen  in  numbers  up  to  four  at  Waterloo  on  two  occasions  (January 
and  February)  and  at  Lambeth  on  three  (February,  March  and 
December).  The  Pochard  {Aythya  ferina)  is  rare,  except  in  such  cold 
spells,  but  a  solitary  drake  frequented  the  Waterloo  stretch  from  28th 
February  to  9th  November  1952.  Other  water  birds  were:' — Little 
Grebe  {Podlceps  ruficoilis),  twice,  at  Waterloo,  in  October  1952;  Coot 
{Fulica  atra),  once,  Waterloo,  in  the  cold  spell  in  December  1952;  and 
American  Wigeon  {Anas  a7aericana)  and  Ruddy  Shelduck  {Tadorna 
ferruginea),  escapes  from  St.  James’s  Park,  in  1951  and  1952.  The 
Woodpigeon  {Columha  palumhus)  was  seen  only  once  on  these  counts, 
feeding  on  the  shore  below  the  Thameside  Restaurant  in  August  1952. 
It  is  surprising  that  this  abundant  species  has  exploited  the  river  edges 
so  little,  especially  in  view  of  the  large  numbers  of  feral  pigeons  which 
do  so,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  quite  often  seen  resting  on  the  concrete 
barges  between  Lambeth  Bridge  and  Westminster  Bridge. 

The  remaining  species  seen  on  the  counts  were  a  tern  {Sterna  hirunda 
or  S.  ■tnacrura)  over  Waterloo  Bridge  in  August  1952;  Common  Sand¬ 
piper  {Tringa  hypoJeucos)  on  three  occasions  in  September  at  Lambeth; 
House  Martin  (Delichon  urbica)  once,  Lambeth,  1952;  and  Grey  Wag¬ 
tail  {Motacilla  cinerea),  twice  on  shingle  at  Lambeth,  in  December  1951 
and  February  1952. 
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Bird  Ringing  Report, 


JI^ORTY-TWO  ringers  submitted  schedules  this  year  which  is  a  decrease 
of  seven  on  last  year.  The  number  of  birds  ringed,  however,  was 
2,611,  and  this  is  the  highest  total  ever  achieved  bj^  the  Society — 
excluding  the  last  three  years  when  the  totals  were  boosted  by  the 
Starling  Enquiry  figures.  The  number  of  Starlings  ringed  dropped 
sharply  this  year  to  465  which,  whilst  the  highest  for  any  species,  is  a 
more  balanced  proportion  of  the  total  than  formerly. 

Next  in  numerical  order  were  Blue  Tit,  Blackbird,  Robin,  Great 
Tit,  and  Song  Thrush — the  same  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  species  ringed  was  74  (the  Society’s  second  highest 
total)  and  included  Ring  Ouzels  and  adult  Turnstones,  Sanderling, 
Woodcock  and  Tawny  Owl.  Sanderling  and  Turnstones  had  not  pre¬ 
viously  been  ringed  by  the  Society  and  other  birds  seldom  ringed  by 
members  (with  the  Society’s  grand  total  to  this  year  shown  in  brackets) 
were:  5  Storm  Petrels  (4),  3  Fieldfares  (1),  and  one  Redwing  (3). 

Also  of  interest  was  the  ringing  of  114  Black-headed  Gulls,  107  Com¬ 
mon  Terns,  7  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers,  11  Marsh  Tits  and  35  Pied 
Wagtails. 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  remarkable  total  of  52  Jays 
ringed  by  Mr.  Goodwin  during  the  year  which  compares  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  National  total  of  66  the  previous  year  for  the  whole  of 
the  British  Isles.  Mr.  Parrinder’s  total  of  nearly  300  tits  ringed  in 
his  own  garden  is  also  an  outstanding  effort. 
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208  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  by  members  were  reported  during  the 
year — a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year — and  again  Starling  re¬ 
coveries  accounted  for  just  over  half  of  this  total.  Details  of  the  most 
interesting  recoveries  are  given  in  the  Systematic  List 


Ringer. 

H.  E.  Andrews 

Nestlings. 

5 

Trapped. 

Total 

5 

J.  S.  Bailey 

.  .  . 

13 

O 

15 

L.  Baker 

... 

5 

36 

41 

T.  L.  Bartlett 

... 

... 

18 

f)6 

S.  Boardman 

... 

— 

6 

6 

j.  F.  Burton 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

9 

— 

p 

C.  L.  Collenette  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

4 

15 

19 

S.  Cramp 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

— 

16 

16 

H.  A.  Craw 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

— 

26 

26 

E.  H.  Down 

•  . 

5 

31 

36 

J.  Farrand 

.  . 

.  .  . 

— 

32 

32 

R.  S.  R.  Fitter 

... 

35 

23 

58 

J.  Garstang 

... 

.  . 

6 

4 

10 

A.  Gibbs 

7 

26 

33 

D.  Goodwin 

110 

102 

212 

B.  J.  Greaves 

... 

.  . 

— 

2 

2 

C.  J.  0.  Harrison 

24 

— 

24 

Sqn./Ldr.  H.  S.  Hemsley-Hall 

3 

94 

97 

A.  G.  Hocken 

4 

1 

5 

A.  .T.  Henty 

.  .  . 

3 

1 

4 

R.  C.  Homes 

.  .  . 

88 

85 

173 

Miss  L.  B.  Langham 

4 

1 

5 

109 

G.  E.  Manser 

63 

46 

B.  A.  Marsh 

26 

— 

26 

R,  G.  Mayall 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

8 

1 

H.  Murray 

... 

— 

78 

78 

Dr.  R.  \G.  Newton 

... 

.. 

9 

95 

104 

K.  H.  Palmer 

... 

.  .  . 

— 

18 

18 

W.  D.  Park 

.  .  • 

4 

98 

102 

D.  Parr 

... 

... 

13 

147 

160 

J.  L.  F  .Parslow 

.  .  . 

... 

33 

29 

62 

E.  R.  Parrinder  ... 

... 

34 

397 

431 

D.  A.  Preston 

... 

... 

3 

4 

7 

F  W.  P.  Radtord 

.  . 

... 

— 

47 

47 

B.  A.  Richards  ... 

•  .  . 

— 

19 

19 

Miss  D.  A.  Rook  ... 

... 

... 

— 

92 

92 

P  E.  L.  Simmonds 

... 

^  1 

23 

24 

W.  T.  Slade 

.  • 

... 

47 

89 

136 

Dr.  D.  F.  Street  ... 

... 

... 

— 

1 

1 

Dr.  A.  G.  G.  Thompson 

... 

3 

— 

3 

W.  G.  Teagle 

... 

•  .  • 

17 

1 

18 

J.  A.  Wigzell 

... 

... 

11 

260 

271 

Total,  1952^53 

608 

2,003 

2.611 

Total,  1951/52, 

.  .  . 

... 

613 

2,166 

2,779 

Many  enquiries  have  been  received  from  members  wishing  to  take 
up  ringing  and  the  Dungeness  Bird  Obserratory  is  proving  invaluable 
as  a  training  ground,  Messrs.  P.  Burton,  M.  R.  Chettleburgh,  A.  C. 
Parker,  N.  Pratt  and  B.  Willson  are  welcomed  as  new  ringers. 
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Miss  E.  Leacli  who  was  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Bird-Ringing  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  B.T.O.  for  so  many  years  and  who  gave  help  and  advice 
nnstintingly  to  successive  L.N.H.S.  Ringing  Secretaries,  has  now  re¬ 
tired.  Her  retirement  was  happily  marked  by  the  award  to  her  of  the 
M.B.E.  in  the  1954  Birthday  Honours  List. 

The  new  Secretary  is  Mr.  Robert  Spencer — a  member  of  our  Society. 

Information  and  ideas  on  all  aspects  of  ringing  and  trapping  and 
news  of  accessible  roosts  in  the  London  Area  are  still  sought  by  the 
Ringing  Secretary. 


W.  D.  Park 


Recorders 


Inner  London 


W.  G.  Teagle,  Flat  No.  6,  No.  2 
The  Paragon,  Blackheath, 

S.E.3. 


South  of  the  Thames  and 
River  Thames  . 


H.  P.  Medhurst,  43  Gowrie  Road, 
Lavender  Hill,  S.W.ll. 


North  of  the  Thames 


H.  P.  Medhurst,  43  Gowrie  Road, 
Lavender  Hill,  S.W.ll. 
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Great  Crested  Grebes  in  the  London  Area 
in  Autumn  and  Larly  Winter 

By  R.  C.  Homes 

result  of  a  suggestion  that  numbers  of  Great  Crested  Grebes 
(i  odiceps  c.  cristatus)  on  the  London  reservoirs  in  autumn  and 
early  winter  were  less  than  before  the  war,  a  series  of  counts  was  made 
on  the  principal  reservoirs  in  1953.  Although  the  data  available  for 
comparison  are  too  few  for  firm  conclusions  to  be  drawn,  the  results  are 

now  put  on  record  as  a  basis  for  future  work.  The  counts  in  1953  were 
as  follows :  — 


Reservoirs. 

Aug.  9 

Sept.  6 

Oct.  11 

Nov.  8 

King  George  V  Res. 

. 

172* 

? 

? 

Barn  Elms  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

p 

71 

41 

16 

Chelsea,  Lambeth  and 

Walton  ... 

78 

p 

79 

37 

(Molesey  group) 

Littleton 

•  »  •  •  •  • 

c.  50 

58 

30 

62 

Staines 

•  •  •  ... 

71 

71 

43 

63 

King  George  VI  Res. 

... 

0 

55 

69 

75 

371 

255 

262 

253 

Allowance  for  above 

waters  on 

dates  not  counted 

say 

80 

250 

p 

p 

451 

505 

*On  .July  llth  on  the  King  George  V 

Reservoir 

there  were 

already  121 

grebes 

which  had  increased  to  213  on  August  I3th,  and  there  were  still  162  on 
September  20th. 

The  principal  comparable  material  before  the  war  for  the  same 
waters  (excluding  King  George  VI  Reservoir  which  had  not  then  been 
built)  was  obtained  in  1931  and  1938:  — 

Sept.  18-22,  1931  Oct.  22,  1938  Nov.  19,  1938 

423  521  441 

Direct  comparison  is  complicated  by  the  period  of  maximum  numbers 
at  different  reservoirs  varying  from  year  to  year  by  months  rather  than 
weeks,  and  there  are  also  very  wide  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  in 
the  time  when  numbers  are  at  their  peak  in  the  Area  as  a  whole.  IMore- 
over,  there  are  apparently  changes  in  the  preferences  shown  by  the 
grebes  for  the  various  reservoirs  in  different  years*  for  example,  at 
the  King  George  V  Reservoir  the  1938  figures  quoted  included  only  16 
and  1  respectively  for  the  two  dates,  whereas  in  1953,  though  admittedly 
earlier  in  the  autumn,  numbers  reached  over  200.  On  the  other  hand, 
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at  tlie  Molesey  group,  there  were  counts  of  201  and  233  on  the  1938 
dates  compared  Avith  a  maximum  of  70-80  in  1953.  There  is  also  ample 
evidence  tliat  these  changes  in  preference  are  by  no  means  permanent. 

The  A'ariability  in  the  period  of  maximum  numbers  at  single 
reservoirs  is  Avell  illustrated  by  a  series  from  Staines  in  years  when 
counts  were  made  with  some  legularity:  — 


1931 

Sept.  19 

146 

Oct. 

18 

156 

1934 

Sept.  25 

101 

Nov. 

30 

117 

1935 

Oct.  12 

126 

1936 

Sept.  6 

125 

Oct. 

13 

96 

1937 

Sept.  5 

260 

Comparison  wuth 

other  years 

Avhen  counts 

were 

not 

so  regular  makes 

it  reasonably  certain  that  numbers  in  1937  were  exceptional  at  Staines, 
but  the  misleading  nature  of  figures  for  single  localities  is  shown  by 
the  following  comparison  between  Staines  and  Littleton  reservoirs:  — 


1934 

1935 

Staines '  Sept.  29  81 

Aug.  8 

46 

Aug. 

22 

54 

Sept. 

7 

C.60 

Littleton  Sept.  29  330 

Aug.  7  c 

.185 

Aug. 

26 

291 

Sept. 

12 

164 

Similarly  in  1937  :  — 

Staines  Sept.  5  260 

Sept.  12 

184 

Oct. 

31 

82 

NoA^ 

24 

75 

(peak) 

Molesey 

group 

Sept.  11 

139 

Oct. 

30 

250 

Nov. 

27 

193 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  series  for  Staines  and  Littleton  numbers 
were  low  at  Staines  (although  later  going  over  the  100  mark),  while 
they  Avere  high  at  Littleton.  In  the  Staines  and  Molesey  series  the 
trend  between  the  dates  giweii  was  not  always  smooth  but  broadly 
speaking  the  peak  at  Staines  was  reached  on  September  5th  whereas  at 
Molesey  the  maximum  numbers  were  250  on  October  30th  and  257  on 
November  13th.  No  comparatiA-e  figures  for  Littleton  are  available  for 
1937. 

Bearing  in  mind  these  difficulties  of  comparison  the  total  figures  for 
1931,  1938  and  1953  shoAv  quite  a  close  resemblance.  The  absence  of  a 
series  of  comparative  figures  in  the  middle  thirties  for  the  Lea  valley 
resei’Amirs  is  unfortunate  in  view  of  the  contrasting  results  for  the 
King  George  V  ReseiAoir,  and  it  can  onJy  be  suggested  tentatively 
that  any  change  in  the  total  numbers  passing  through  the  London  Area 
does  not  appear  to  be  large.  It  is  clear,  hoAvever,  that  in  different  years 
the  highest  numbers  may  be  at  King  George  V  Reservoir  in  the  Lea 
valley  or  at  Littleton,  Molesey  or  Staines  in  the  Thames  Amlley.  To 
w’hat  extent  individual  grebes  moA^e  from  one  reservoir  to  another  before 
passing  south  it  is  impossible  to  say,  as  it  is  probable  that  fresh  birds 
continue  to  arriA’^e  in  the  Area  into  October  and  November,  and  perhaps 
even  later,  depending  on  weather  conditions.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  by  far  the  largest  numbers  in  autumn  are  found  on  the  larger, 
deeper  reservoirs  and  that  little  use  is  made  by  passage  birds  of  the 
smaller  waters  and  graA^el  pits. 


Skokholm  Bird  Observatory 


Council  for  the  Promotion  of  Field  Studies 


Skokholm,  an  island  of  260  acres,  three  miles  from  the  Pembrokeshire  coast, 
supports  a  breeding  population  of  some  20,000  birds.  Among  them  are  the 
manx  shearwater,  storm  petrel,  puffin,  razorbill,  guillemot,  raven,  buzzard, 
oystercatcher,  lapwing  and  others.  Most  of  these  birds  can  be  studied  with 
ease.  Expeditions  are  made  at  night  to  catch  manx  shearwaters  and  storm 
petrels.-  Three  heligoland  traps  enable  visitors  to  catch  many  of  the  migrants 
passing  through  the  island  and  to  see  and  handle  both  the  common  and  unusual 
birds.  As  well  as  catching  birds  there  are  many  other  ways  in  which  bird¬ 
watchers  can  assist  the  observatory  staff. 

In  1955  we  propose  to  seek  more  assistance  from  the  visitors  than  in  previous 
years  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  more  instruction.  It  is  hoped  that  under 
the  direction  of  the  warden  the  visitors  will  undertake  co-operative  work  on  the 
sea-bird  population,  but  we  would  like  to  emphasize  that  this  work  is  only  for 
those  who  would  join  in  and  no  one  need  feel  obliged  to  take  part. 

The  Observatory  will  stay  open  until  the  end  of  October. 

Accommodation  in  the  Observatory  buildings  is  provided  for  eight  visitors 
a  week  and  the  charge  is  four  and  a  half  guineas.  For  further  particulars, 
apply  to  the  Warden,  Dale  Fort  Field  Centre,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs. 


BOOKS 


WHELDON  &  WESLEY  LTD. 


83-84  BERWICK  STREET.  LONDON.  W.l 


PHONE 


GERRARD  6459 


FAIR  ISLE  BIRD  OBSERVATORY 


SEASON  1955 


The  well-eqir’pped  and  comfortable  Hostel, 
with  accommodation  for  8-10  people,  will 
be  open  from  early  May  to  end  of  October 
1955.  All  who  desire  a  bird-watching 
hoJiday  or  to  assist  in  studies  of  migrants 
and  breeding  birds  are  welcome. 

TERMS  :  Seven  guineas  per  week  inclusive. 
Reduced  rates  for  organised  parties  from 
Scliools,  etc.  Book  early  through  the 
DIRECTOR,  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory 
Trust.  Fair  Isle,  by  Lerwick,  Shetland 
(Tel.  Fair  Isle  8). 


BECOME  A  'FRIEND  OF  FAIR  ISLE” 

and  receive  the  BULLETIN,  a  quarterly  report  devoted  to  migration 
studies  at  Fair  Isle  and  elsewhere  in  Britain  and  abroad.  Subscription 
£1  Is  Od  a  year.  Reports  and  Prospectus  sent  on  request. 


Kevised  Edition  Now  Meady 


B.T.O.  Field  Guide  No.  1 

TRAPPING  METHODS  FOR  BIRD  RINGERS 

By  P.  A.  D.  Hollom  and  H.  G.  Brownlow 

Sir  Landsborough  Thomson  writes  the  Preface  to  this  new 
edition  which  is  enlarged  from  40  to  56  pages.  There  are  detailed 
chapters  on  Trap  Construction  and  on  Siting  and  Baiting,  and 
many  new  designs  and  devices,  including  American  and  Swedish 
traps,  are  described.  Methods  of  catching  sea-birds,  duck  and 
waders  are  treated  in  special  sections.  The  38  text  figures  are  by 
R.  A.  Richardson  and  G.  C.  Johnson.  Appendices  include  in¬ 
structions  for  breeding  mealworms. 

PRICE;  3s  4id,  post  free,  from: 

THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNITHOLOGY 
2  King  Edward  Street,  Oxford 

Please  ask  also  for  the  B.T.O.’s  new  leaflet  for  prospective 

members 


2  inseparable  companions 

COLLINS  POCKET  GUIDE  TO 

NESTS  and  EGGS 

R.  S.  R.  FITTER  and  R.  A.  RICHARDSON 

►  The  accent  throughout  is  on  identification  in  the  field  and 
not  on  the  collection  of  eggs  in  a  cabinet — so  that  the  book 
should  be  taken  to  the  nest  rather  than  the  egg  to  the  book. 

►  “  An  indispensable  companion  to  his  popular  Pocket  Guide 
to  British  Birds. 

►  ‘‘  One  of  the  notable  merits  of  this  book  is  that  it  describes 
eggs  in  their  natural  surroundings. 

►  “  There  is  an  illustration  of  every  British  breeding  bird 
at  its  nest. 

►  “A  quick  reference  key  is  included.  The  reading  matter  is 
logically  arranged.  Altogether  most  informative.’ -Scotsman 

21s. 

and  its  fellow 

COLLINS  POCKET  GUIDE  TO 

BRITISH  BIRDS 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHORS 

y  “  Undeniably  a  good  ‘  guide.’  I  know  of  no  book  so  well 
and  completely  illustrated  at  the  price. ’’-naturalist. 

►  “  Comprehensive  and  accurate.  Of  value  to  anyone  whether 
experienced  observer  or  beginner.”— a.  w.  bo  yd,  Manchester 

GUARDIAN.  More  than  1,000  pictures  (600  in  colour).  21s. 


THE  WREN 


LATEST  NEW  NATURALIST 
VOLUME 


by  Edward  A.  Armstrong 


“  Here  is  the  book  many  must  have  been  waiting  for,  an  account  of  every 
asnect  of  one  of  our  most  widespread,  familiar  and  well-loved  birds, 
every  chapter  is  a  mine  of  information.” — illustrated  London  news  30s. 


COLLINS 


